
28 September 2008 

Today 10am Andrew Mitchell 

 5pm Don Forrest 

Next Week 10am Corrie Nel 

 5 pm Corrie Nel 

Offering Today Solomon Island Mission 

 Next week Church 

Worship Services 

B u l l e t i n  
 

OUR REAL TREASURE é..GOD  

Welcome as we gather as the Lordôs 

saints once again! 

How about we play ñWhat if...ò as 

we prepare ourselves once again for 

our worship of our Lord and Sav-

iour: 

What if the economy really crashed 

tomorrow, as has been suggested 

lately that it could happen... What if 
the banks go broke and stocks keep 

plummeting, as it did in 1929, just 

before the start of the Great Depres-
sion. What if ... in a monthôs time 

you receive a letter telling you your 

salary is about to be cut, or that you 
will be one of the group of workers 

to be retrenched, made redundant,  

just before Christmas. What if we 

were issued fuel coupons and food 
stamps once again, as has happened 

in the past?  (What are you thinking 

right now as you read this? Doom 

and gloom? ) 

Here is an account of what it was 

like on that fateful day in 1929, 

ñBlack Thursday:ò  ñAccording to 
one observer, traders "hollered and 

screamed, they clawed at one an-

other's collars. It was like a bunch 
of crazy men. Every once in a 

while, when Radio or Steel or Au-

burn would take another tumble, 

you'd see some poor devil collapse 
and fall to the floor." This was the 

Crash, although few could see it at 

the time. The Market continued its 
decline but never as dramatic. 

Thirty billion dollars had been lost - 

more than twice the national debt. 
The nation reeled, and slipped into 

the depths of the Great Depression. 

(www.eyewitnesstohistory.com) 

What if this is all happened again? 
(Feeling depressed? Ironic how this 

period was called the ñGreat De-

pressionò) 

But... what if this was the way in 
which God wanted to remind us that 

we have become all to overly de-

pendent on our wealth and earthly 

treasures and our feeble human en-
deavours and strength?  What if we 

suddenly then came to realise that 

our wealth and ñstrengthò and 
ñwisdomò  has become our  god ï 

the one we really rely on? And then, 

just like in 1929, our godôs feet are 
swept away: ñWhile you were 

watching, a rock was cut out, but 

not by human hands. It struck the 

statue on its feet of iron and clay 

and smashed them.ò (Daniel 2: 34) 

Then again ... what if such a         

catastrophe made us approach God 
in a humble prayer and confession 

once again? What if this restored a 

long lost peace in the knowledge 

that God is ever-faithful to His 
promise that He will be our God 

and we will be His people? 

Which ñwhat ifò do you prefer? 

The first set of what-ifôs belong to 
those who have stored up their       

treasures (in whatever shape or size) 

in earthly coffers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should this ñwhat-ifò become        
reality, the result will no doubt be 

like that fateful Thursday in 1928 

again,  men ñhollering and clawing 

at each otherôs collarsò. 

The second set potentially belongs 

to those whose treasure is safely 

stored up in heaven: what if we   
realised our real  treasure is in the 

love we have for God and for one 

another, this love guaranteed for us 

in heaven? Our stocks and bonds, 
we realise, are blessings for which 

we give thanks and endeavour to 

employ it to Godôs glory. What if 
we understood and believed we 

really are brothers and sisters, the 

family members of our Lord Jesus? 
What if then, being confronted with 

such a devastating situation as the 

Great Depression, we draw close to 

one another, help each other where 
we can, together trust in God as we 

prayerfully draw nearer to Him 

once again? 

What if we really believed  all of 

that? Could it be that if we did, we 

would live life differently to what 

we are at present? 

Corrie Nel 

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com
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Session Clerk   Retha Wessels   
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Church contact details  

PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670  

www.sydneyreformed.org.au 

 

Church bank details for direct debit  

BSB:  032-290 
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Contact  deta i l s My MinistryðSunday Service Roster 

 A thank you and a request 

from the Management Commit-

tee 

Last Sunday I was informed of the 

intended departure of Arnold Ros-
souw and his family to Queensland.  

Arnold has for a long time taken care 

of the appearance of the Church 
lawns and has done really a magnifi-

cent job, which he quietly performed 

as a love job for our Church.  On be-

half of all of us and in particular the 
Management Committee I want to 

thank Arnold for his services so 

freely given to our Church.  We wish 
him and his family all the best in their 

new environment. 

With the departure of Arnold the 

Management Committee would like 
to hear from someone willing to take 

his place.  If you think you could 

help, please speak to Gerry Vander-
Laan at the church or contact me via 

ge.vanderlaan@bigpond.com or    

(02) 908692984.  Your help would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

For the Management Committee 

 
Gerry VanderLaan  
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 

28 Sept  Sarah Usher 

28 Sept Ian Carpenter 

29 Sept James Lubbe 

02 Oct Jan Koning 

03 Oct  Schalk v Heerden  

 

 

October Kids' Adventure Camp 

Our camp is coming up fast  - 7th to 
10th October, and, as Lyndon con-

veyed to us last Sunday, there is 

plenty of opportunity for you to sup-
port the camp that we are running 

and the Wedderburn Christian 

Campsite. 

* Please pray for our camp as enrol-
ments are still coming in with chil-

dren from the Ryde community mak-

ing enquiries and signing up to at-
tend. Pray for the Leaders and for 

the children. 

* Also, consider sponsoring a disad-

vantaged child to come to our camp, 
or to sponsor our junior leaders who 

are giving up their holidays to help 

at camp. 

    See Zandra if you want to sponsor 

for our camp. 

 

 Monthly Prayer Meeting 

Our Prayer Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 30th September at 8.00pm 

at the home of Don & Zandra 

Forrest, 5 Kilpa Place, St Ives. 

All are welcome. Come and pray for 

our church. 

mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com
mailto:shinnakazawa@optusnet.com.au
mailto:mwes57602@bidpond.net.au
mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com
mailto:ge.vanderlaan@bigpond.com

