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Bulletin

“Eat, drink and remember ...”

A warm welcome is extended
to everyone who has gathered
today to worship our wonder-
ful God and Father in heaven.

Today is the second Sunday in
Lent. This is the period in the
Christian calendar where we turn
our hearts and minds towards
Good Friday and Easter (10&12"
April), when we remember and
reflect on what it cost our Lord
Jesus to bring us forgiveness and
a reconciled life with God.

As part of that reflection we have
the privilege of having the op-
portunity to participate in the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
this morning. Through the bread
and wine we remember Jesus
death and resurrection, and we
are reminded that when we come
in repentance and faith we are
completely forgiven, just as
surely as we eat the bread and
drink the wine. It would be good
in the coming weeks to give a
little more time to reflect on our
Lord Jesus, that we ‘fast’ in the
sense of giving up something to
spend more time with our Lord
in our devotions.

Today our services will be led by
Corrie Nel and David Carpenter,
as our minister has the day off
with a house overflowing with
family after the wedding yester-
day. We pray God’s blessings for
Daniel & Priscilla as they com-
mence their married life together.
The theme for the morning
preaching 1s “Who is my
neighbour?” as we look at Jesus’
parable of the Good Samaritan.

The theme for the afternoon is
“Can you trust the Bible?”

e Growing Together. The
team organizing this program in
our church has its next meeting
this coming Thursday 12
March, 8pm at the church hall.

Any one interested in joining the
team is most welcome to come
along.

Don’t forget that the Growing
Together program commences
on Sunday 24" May and contin-
ues on for 40 days into July.

Cherrybrook preaching post.
A meeting to discuss this pro-
posal has been set for next week
Sunday evening (15" March) at
the Cherrybrook Community
Centre commencing at 6pm.

This meeting is especially de-
signed for our church members
and visitors living in the Hills
District to consider whether it’s
time to set up a preaching post in
the area and if so how those liv-
ing there might own the concept
and move it forward.

Please bring a plate of food.

For details contact the local eld-
ers, Frans, Corneille & JC.
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Worship Services

Today 10am Corrie Nel
Spm David Carpenter
Next Week 10am Leo Douma
5 pm Corrie Nel
Offering Today Cross Roads Bible Institute
Next week Church




GROWING TOGETHER.

On Wednesday evening a new
team was formed to run a program
similar to what we did with the 40
Days of Community last year. We
will be running with our own
materials this year based around
the biblical values as set out in our
Church Vision Statement “Like
Christ, in _all of life”.

Growing Together will include
personal devotions, small groups,
elders’ district groups after
church, sermons, youth and
children’s programs all aligned to
help us as a church both grow
spiritually and grow together. You
will soon start getting details of
the program as our communica-
tions team
and prayer
team get into
full gear to
help get you
all on board.
If you would
like to join
the organizing team or have
questions please feel free to
contact Leo Douma. The next
team meeting is scheduled for
7:30pm Thursday 12™ March.
For now we just need you to note
the following dates because we
would encourage everyone to be
in church for these seven Sundays:

GROWING TOGETHER:
MAY 24- JULY 5

L

CHERRYBROOK PREACHING
POST:

An initial meeting to discuss this
proposal has been set for Sunday
afternoon, 15th March. Details
will follow soon, but all the mem-
bers living in the Hills District are
asked to note this in their diaries
and to give the matter thought and
prayer.

Help a Child News.
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Did you know that some time ago,
Synod recommended Help a Child
as being the child sponsorship
agency of choice for the CRCA?
So if you would like to sponsor a
child or thinking of changing
agency, please contact us and we
can arrange it. We have two spon-
sorships. Full Support at $35 per
month provides all education, nu-
trition and clothing needs plus
health and hygiene awareness
training for the child and parents,
women's health and child and
women's rights issues, and income
generation programs for older
teenagers and adults. Village
Based Care at $100 per year pro-
vides basic education needs and
health and hygiene awareness
training for the child plus nutri-
tional supplements. We have an
urgent need for new sponsors to
assist children in a number of new
programs including Child & Com-
munity Development Centres in
Bangalore, Tuition Centres in
southern India, and Medicinal
Plant Gardens in India and Africa.

We now accept credit card pay-
ments and can automatically direct
debit your credit card each month.
Fill in the details below and return
it to us at 13 Copeland Dve,
Montrose, 3765 or email the same
details to haca@iprimus.com.au.

Note we now have a national tele-
phone number 1300 795 808 so
wherever you are in Australia you
can ring us for the cost of a local
call.

Please continue to pray for the

work of helping children in need
in developing countries. Often the
task seems overwhelming but
through small steps such as these
we can make a difference in re-
storing children to their rightful
place in Creation.

Ian Reeders

Help a Child Australia.
P: 1300 795 808

M: 0439 145 956

13 Copeland Dve.
Montrose, 3765

Australia

Yes, | would like to sponsor a child
at $35/month Full Support;

$100/year Village Based Care, until
further notice,

or make a donation of

$ _

Type of card:
Visa/Master Card (circle
one)

Expiry Date ~ /

Name on Card:
Card Number:

Thanks for praying and please
keep on praying for the persecuted
believers in Orissa.

Our visit to Orissa was safe. The
travelling was difficult for us be-
cause of the bad roads. We do
thank the Lord. However, we left
with a sad heart as we met so many
believers who have lost everything
and may never be able to return to
their homes. They have been able
to survive with the barest mini-
mum of one meal of rice each day
and sleeping out where it is safe.
Please continue to pray for

the persecuted believers in
Orissa. They are in great distress.
Love from India.

Bert Kuipers. (WD&R).
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Classis 28.02.09 Shorter Minutes

Chairman Br Terry Flanagan welcomed everyone, including visitors, then handed over to the convening church of
Dee Why. Delegates read Php.2:1-11, and proposed the singing of ‘He is Lord.” Credentials were read, and then
Chairman welcomed Dr Jack de Vries, who spoke on ‘Reaching In, and Reaching Out.” All our members are encour-
aged “to call upon God for such an outpouring of his Spirit that his people will be assured of his love through his
Word, seek to please the Saviour in all things, manifest the godly life and be filled with prayerful and sacrificial
compassion for the lost in all the world.” The Chairman thanked Br de Vries, and led us in prayer.

The minutes of the prev. meeting were confirmed.

Matters arising. Classis was glad to note that Br Bob Murray had been installed as minister of St Mary’s (on 7 Feb.).
(Later in the meeting, the Chairman formally welcomed Br Murray, who responded with appreciation of the spirit of
fellowship and cooperation he had seen in this meeting.)

At this point, Classis heard from some representatives of NSW THING (Train, Help and Inspire New Generations).
Nathan, with Jess and Sarah, spoke about the work of the THING program. A minimum of 7 participants was
needed for the program to be viable, but only 3 were nominated. The committee suggested that the program be de-
ferred to 2010, with nominations to close in Aug.09. For 2009, the committee proposes a July training weekend
event for people involved with youth or children’s work, whether young or old. Classis was in strong support of the
Committee’s plans. It was also agreed to add the budgeted funds from this year to next year’s budget.

Classis decided to reaffirm an earlier decision to revise the classical questions to incorporate the four points of the
vision statement, with Br Leo Douma to report to the August meeting.

The report on preaching by non-ministers not having preaching licences was still to be submitted, and was awaiting
the outcome of Synod’s consideration of the Vicariate Committee report. Dee Why Session agreed to a request from
Newcastle to assist in the overseeing of Br. David Trounce’s preaching.

The matter of insurance cover for NSW THING was to be investigated by the THING Committee, wih Br Simon
van der Wel as reporter to Classis.

Classis noted that Br Tom Rietsma was ineligible (as a non-serving elder) to attend Synod as an alternative elder
delegate, with the matter of a substitute to be considered at the April meeting.

It was agreed to budget $3600 for the 2010 Maclean-Yamba holiday club. Classis also agreed to change the date of
the November Classis meeting to 21 November, with like change to the Classis pulpit swap.

Morning Glory campsite: it was agreed to continue to subsidize attendance at the rate of $80 per child, up to a maxi-
mum of 50 children.

Classis took up an instruction from Newcastle Session about police checks. Each minister should have had this done,
with the certificate held by the local Session.

There is to be a general mid-Classis swap when Classis meets for consideration of Synod business, with Br Laven
Shunmugam to circulate a revised roster.

Br Terry Flanagan reported on church visitation, noting that Sydney had not been visited since July 2002, so a visit
is to be undertaken later this year. St Mary’s was lasted visited May 2004 and Wamberal in June 2004. A new roster
will be available at a later date, including the Indonesian Reformed Church, when classis delegates visit Sessions for
encouragement and report to Classis.

NSW Youth Connection. Br Simon van der Wel reported on progress, asking for support from all the churches to be
part of the new Youth Network.

The 09/10 Classis budget was to be presented by the Treasurer to the April meeting, and then ratified at the August
meeting

On June 20, Br Steve Voorwinde will be conducting the ‘Classis Challenge,” for ministers and prospective candi-
dates for ministry work in the churches.

The travelling allowance for 2009 remains at 30 cents per km. The Sutherland minister raised a pastoral matter re-
garding the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and several brothers offered comments.

After hearing and approving the Classis Press Report, Classis adjourned to meet again on 18 April for the considera-
tion of Synod matters.

Peter Gadsby, Shorter Minutes taker




The Rev- Bert Kuipers is on behalf of
WDRC. ( World Development &
Relief Committee) in India.

This week he is visiting the perse-
cuted Christians in " Orissa" and
covets our prayers for safety.

Br. Bert will be returning from Mom-
bay (India) on Saturday the 14th of
March via Sydney on his way back to
Tasmania. He will be leading a depu-
tation Service on Sunday morning the
15th March.

I would like to organize an informal
get together for the Saturday

evening starting 6.30 pm. in our
Church hall.

58 Fisher Rd., Dee Why 2099.

With just a soup and a bread roll for
dinner.

It would give us a greater opportunity
to find out what the WDRC does on
behalf of our denomination in a re-
laxed setting, with plenty of time to
ask all those questions.

For catering purposes could please
inform us if intending to join us

that evening.

Ph. 9982 1967 or leave a message on
0407 785 044.

Your Dee Why deacon,

Vincent

ATTENTION ALL. WOMEN!!!

The EQUIP T
WOMEN // N2,
Conference (\ / i
will be on at \‘?g\%

SYDNEY |
CONVENTION CENTRE Dar-
ling Harbour on  SATURDAY
23rd MAY from 9.00 am to 3.30
pm. This is a great way to get to-
gether for great speakers and a
time of fellowship.

The topic is the Book of Esther
and is entitled :

THE QUEEN AND I (For such a
time as this).

See Zandra Forrest if you would
like to book a ticket.

$45 early bird (book before 13th
April),

$45 for first timers and

$55 (booking after 13th April).

KIDS AND FRIENDS
By Helen Vanderbom

For you to do with your family:

Check out how God tells us to
treat our sisters and brothers.

(Each word is jumbled up.)

ourHon oen athnoer avebo vey-
orseuls.

You’ll find the answer in Romans
12:10.

Not too popular, really, is it?
Why would that be?

Look at the words below. Circle
the good words and cross out the
bad words. Which ones get you in
trouble? Why?

kindness, cheat, forgive, insult,
share, pay back, grimace, pretend,
repay, belong, weaker, honour,
presentable, harmony, rejoice, pa-
tient, hate.

What might you pray about this
week?

My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster

Contact details
Minister Rev. Leo Douma | [Duty Today 08/03/09 Next Week 15/03/09
Phone: (Office) 9878 5357
Email: leo.douma@bigpond.com | [ Duty Elder Jacques du Plessis Corneille Marais
Associate Minister (Pastoral Care) Corrie Nel Greeter DF & Schalk v Heerden | DF & Thea v Heerden
Phone: 94496531
Mobile: 0409668454
Email: cpinel@gmail.com . . Michelle Bernard Marinda Carelsen
Bible Reading ivie Baalb Don F.
Deaconate Ali Rietdijk rie baatbergen on frorrest
Phone: 94511238
Email: ali@tpg.com.ay Praver Herman Malan Retha Phillips
_ y Jacques du Plessis Corneille Marais
Session Clerk Retha Wessels
Err;oa:f: mwe557602@bid93?:<‘j 1ze7tlau Collection Dut Albert de Bruyn Tanielle Basson
’ BONC.NE. offection Luty Jacques Nel Johann Hattingh
Treasurer Wally Phillips . Hannelie v d Merwe Lynnette Vorster
Phone: 9418 1058 Créche Danielle Philli Joané Grobl
Email wally.phillips@sabre.com ametle Fvups odane trooter
. Sound JC Smit Chris Graham
Church contact details
PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670 Baalbergen A&D Basson. M
.syd formed.org. ¢ ’
wsycneyreformed.org-ad Coffee/Tea Basson, T & A Bekker, C& E
Church bank details for direct debit
Bs:;r;c A el orereeee Iogzczgo Flowers Jocil Albertyn Zunett Gagiano
Account number: 770535
Church Cleaning | Krause, F'& C Kruger, C & S
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Notes from Session Meeting, 3" March 2009

e Session makes known to the congregation that Peter Rossouw has requested to be released from his po-
sition as elder in our congregation, due to personal reasons, especially his work load as a psychologist in
his private practice, where the demands on his time have increased considerably. After a visit with Peter
and Andrea, Session has agreed to the request. Session expresses its appreciation for the contribution Peter
made to Session especially his clear insights and advice about our congregation and how as Session we
give leadership. We will miss Peter’s input, and pray God’s strength for the ever increasing demands in his
ministry with his patients. Session will not be seeking a replacement at this time as we were able to install
four new elders this year to replace the two outgoing last year.

e Session received three new families into church membership: Hennie Carelsen; Theunis & Michelle
Koekemoer; and also Andre & Anrien Vlok with their children Ruan & Rudolph. Welcome to our congre-
gation! Their details are in the new church directory.

e Session went through nine Synod reports in preparation for Classis discussions on 18" April with
Synod itself commencing 10™ May in Victoria. Another set of reports will be discussed at the April Session
meeting.

e Session reviewed the Pastoral Partnering program which commenced a couple of weeks ago. With an
ever changing (increasing) congregation it still needs to finalize pastoral partners for all the families and
then group the families into districts. This is an ongoing work and we ask the congregation for patience as
people ask who their ‘district elder’ is.

For Kids,

Riddles: What can you do with a ring in your ear? = Answer it /// When is someone like
a dog? = When theyodore a boxer [/ Wh a

For parents, grand parents and adults

Affirmation and Fairness:

Last week I included a reminder for us to encourage our children with positive comments, yet setting clear bounda-
ries. Comments like “Good on you,”, and simple acts of appreciation such as a hug, a rub over the head or a smile
make a huge difference to a child’s feelings of self worth and love, that they are then able to pass on to others. (We
can only pass on what we know or have)!

At the same time, when there’s a need for behaviour change, it’s necessary to discuss alternatives and practise these.
“Jen, what might be a better way to do that? What would Jesus do? Let’s try it now.” When we or a sibling make
comments like, “Trust you to always say the wrong thing,” “You’re a loser you know,” a child is set up to fulfil those
expectations. It’s also wrong in God’s eyes to speak so arrogantly to another. Consider Jesus’ words in Matt.5:22;
7:1.

Much damage is done by sibling rivalry and jealousy, children fighting each other for their parents’ attention and
feedback. How do we treat each child from the perspective of the others? Are we favouring one child over another,
perhaps because of their age, their cuteness, their ability to attract our attention, while another child yearns for this as
well but receives little or only negative feedback? In a classroom I observed recently each child was given opportu-
nity, either there or later in private, to air issues that were bothering them. Our children at home need no less.
Friendly teasing is an important aspect of the hustle and bustle of family life and interaction, but needs to be moni-
tored carefully. Too often it’s no more than putdowns, with long term negative consequences.

Fairness

Much of the above comes down to fairness. We sometimes hear our children say, “That’s not fair!” Is the special
camp for one child ‘fair’? Deciding what’s ‘fair’ requires a delicate balance of judging what’s best for each child.
Open family discussions are important to bring feelings into the open and to adjust decisions as needed. It can hap-
pen that one child is being favoured unintentionally. Generally our children accept what is best for each child when
there is good communication. But as parents it’s not hard for us to be off balance. And we may find it hard to listen
to our children and say sorry.

But asking for and receiving grace is part of the Gospel.

By Helen Vanderbom



SOLOMON NEWS

Firstly, thanks to all who showed such kind support through emails,
prayers and your personal attendance at the recent passing of my
Mum, Gretha Rietveld. We rejoice in her promotion, and we have
said thanks to God for all that she was to all of us.

February has been an incredibly wet month again, with unusually heavy rains and floods in part of the
country, especially on Guadalcanal. We have been able to support a village in West Guadalcanal
whose gardens were completely lost. We took a survey then delivered food, water containers and the
essential versatile bush-knives to a community of over 40 families. Thank you to a very gracious donor
from overseas who underwrote about half the cost and alerted us to the need. It reminds us again of
how much we work in partnership with our many supporters in the work of the Kingdom.

The Bethesda Disability Project was also delayed by the rains, but work has now begun on the next
house, designated for the Property/Project manager.

It has been such a blessing to have the De Leyer family with us, with the whole family chipping in.
Henry has been a whiz on all our small engines and vehicles, doing servicing and other repairs. Our
large generator broke down, and he has been able to install the new alternator. Happily, it is now work-
ing well again. Hilda has been a wonderful administrative support, and has also assisted Nathan Van-
derkolk in updating our website.

School sponsorships has been a major task for Machi, but is almost complete. Government sponsorship
has caused much confusion about fees and costs, but Machi hopes to correspond with all sponsors in
the next few weeks.

Next week, Machi, with the De Leyer Family, will go to Malaita for a week long Conference on KYB
and some studies on the family, particularly marriage. Please keep them in your prayers as they spend
the week in the village.

Sadly, we lost Jeremy Alick, when he suddenly resigned without explanation after having been with us
for about six years. Among other things, Jeremy also administered the Crossroad Bible Correspon-
dence  program in the prisons. Thankfully, Michael Rietveld has stepped up to take this on, and we
are now looking for another person to work with Michael. Please pray that we might find a local
volunteer for this important ministry.

We have had an inquiry from the Minister of Education about supporting the local school at Lungga.
He asks that if the government would fund a new building, could we manage the funds and find a team
to help build it. What an interesting challenge and opportunity. Does this touch the hearts of you build-
ers & other tradies?

Give us a call or send an email if your church, school or group can get a team together for this one. In-
dividual enquiries will be welcome too. Contact swim@solomon.com.sb

We continue to be thankful for all your prayers, support and sponsorship. We really do not cease to be
amazed at how good God is to us, and that he uses you to support and bless us, thus making us partners
together in His Mission. To God be the glory!

Kevin & Machi Rietveld
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