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Bulletin

Together to give thanks for the Love of our Lord

Welcome one another as we gather
this morning—that one wonderful
day of the week when we get to-
gether as the people of our Lord, to
focus on Him and on one another.

What a wonderful privilege! There
is so much for which we may give
thanks!

Last week we celebrated the
Lord’s Supper—to which we can
only say: Lord, what is mankind
that you remember us? We deserve
nothing, yet you make us your own
in the wonderful promise that we
will be with you forever.

We also celebrated the profession
of faith of six young people. We
thank God for them and for the fact
that He never stops the works of
His hands once started in us.

Yet, even as we give thanks, we
realise that we live in a hostile
world, a world that hates the very
essence of our faith—1Jesus.

And so, we are aware that the
world will hate us too, just as Jesus
said it would in John 15, from
verse 18 and onwards.

Then, just when think we cannot
deal with it all, we discover that in
the hatred of the world, there is a
sure sign—and an opportunity—for
the Love of God to shine most
brightly, in us and in the world!
That is what the preaching is on
this morning—how we are re-
minded that the world’s hate was
absorbed by Jesus so that we, His
Church, may live in His love for-
ever.

Which should make us keen to
meet with one another as we re-
joice in God’s love.

So, as we go into Church now or as
we sit in Church reading this, per-
haps listening to Zandra playing
the Piano, greeting one another as
they arrive, let us be aware of the
special bond we share in Jesus. Let
us look past worldly differences,
thankful for each other. And let us
convey out gratitude in prayer,
even as we remember those who
need a special word of comfort: to
those who are hoping for work
opportunities; to those who are suf-
fering illnesses or diseases; to those
who are mourning; to those who
are worried; to those who are an-
gered and frustrated; to those who
miss loved ones, sometimes even
as thse loved ones are close by in
body—to all of us, may we experi-
ence God’s peace and the blessed
assurance that He loves us, now
and forever. And when we come to
realise this, surely we will never
again think of Sunday services as
just another Sunday, another spot
on our Calendars that demands our
presence. We are here to be there
for one another, even as we cele-
brate the Lord that makes it possi-
ble for us to realise this— may He
be glorified by our humble and
thankful attendance. CN

SESSION NOTES

Session met on Tuesday evening.
Below are some of the matters dis-
cussed which we provide for the
congregation’s attention:

Associate Pastor: session received
a review of the first three months
of Corrie Nel’s ministry as our As-
sociate Pastor (Pastoral Care). This
was conducted by a couple of
members of session as well as Don
Forrest as the congregation’s repre-
sentative (all as per the Job De-
scription). Session was encouraged
by the contribution Corrie has
made to the pastoral care in the
church. The review also gave cog-
nizance to a couple of areas for fur-
ther development.

Elders Districts: the elders’ dis-
tricts have been finalized and de-
tails will be emailed to the mem-
bers so everyone knows who their
elder is for the rest of this year. The
districts are no longer strictly geo-
graphical but a combination of two
or more Pastoral Partner groups,
e.g. the PPP group of the elder to-
gether with that of a pastoral carer

or deacon.
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Session notes—continued from page 1.

Growing Together: Session expressed its appreciation to the GT team for all the work to date, including the fi-
nalizing and printing of the devotions book. All is in readiness for the GT program to start on 24™ May. The
elders will be encouraging all members and visitors to be participating for the six weeks of the program so it
has maximum effect for our growing together as a congregation.

Cherrybrook preaching post: Session received an interim report from the Cherrybrook Action Committee
which is conducting a feasibility study for the suggested preaching post in the Hills District. Once the de-
tailed report is compiled a survey is to be held in the congregation to gauge support for the concept.

Youth: Session heard that Marinda Carelsen is coordinating a mentoring program with the young people. San-
mari van Heerden is organizing activities and outing and a youth camp is planned for July.

Church membership: The six young people who professed their faith last Sunday were listed as communicant
members in the church. Session also received resignation of membership from the following who are all
now attending other local churches: Willem & Rialize Nel, Hein & Jacolien Vogel, Anine De Bruyn and
Elizabeth van Niekerk. We thank them for their time with us and pray God’s blessings as they continue their
spiritual walk in the other churches.

Church Visitation. A visit of the session by two ministers of the Classis will be organized after
Synod once the new rules of Church Visitation have been confirmed. This will be decided at the June session

Just two weeks to go now before the commencement of the Growing Together program. We
trust you all know about it now, having received your detailed letter and the bulletin ideas
and church banners etc. have you put the dates in your diary (24™ May- 5™ July). To get or-
ganized now all you need to do is pick up your “Growing Together” devotions book/small
group study guide today at church. And also confirm which small group you are in. If those
things can be finalized today/this week, we are all set to go. Just be sure to come along to
church each week for the sermon on the theme of the week and the elders’ group discussion
after church. Please expect txt messages for reminder details of the GT program.

Advance Notice!

Get those dancing shoes polished!
The first weekend in November
will again see the masses converge
on a dance hall to be announced,
for the annual ...

SA Outreach Sokkie/Dance.

Chef Arie, at the 2009 Wedderburn Market Day. A great Date: 7 November 2009

time was had by all and more than $8000 was raised on
the day, for the Camp site

Time: 7pm




PRAYERS NEEDED FOR
GROWING TOGETHER

Prayer is a vital part of our prepa-
ration for the GROWING
TOGETHER program.

We need you to pray for this pro-
gram! You can use a 7 Day Prayer
Guide to help you pray for the
various aspects of GROWING
TOGETHER.

See Zandra for a copy of the
Prayer Guide or email

dkforrest@hotkey.net.au.

There will be a special
PRAYER MEETING
for the

GROWING TOGETHER pro-
gram on Tuesday 19th May at
8.00 pm at the church. Make a
note in your Diary to be there to
pray for our church and our in-
volvement in the program.

PRAYER POINTS FOR THIS
WEEK

Pray for the preparation of each
person's heart for what God will
do during the Growing Together
program.

Pray that each person's prayer
time would be the most important
time of preparation for the pro-
gram.

Pray for great anticipation for this
time of "community together"

Pray for the formation of new
Small Groups so that we can all
meet together in fellowship.

Praise that the Devotion Book is
at the printer. Pray that the pro-
duction will go smoothly.

REFORMED CHURCH
WOMENGS CONVEN]
FROM

507 8™ March, 2010.

The Victorian Committee is
excited to announce that the
next Women’s Convention
will be held at Philip Island
on the long weekend in
March 2010. We ask that
you pencil the dates in your
diaries and start talking to
your friends, daughters and
mothers etc. and get them ex-
cited about what promises to
be a fantastic convention.
Come and meet women from
all over Australia and enjoy
fellowship, growth and a
time of sharing. It is time to
start saving those dollars so
that you can come and be
with us. We will keep you
informed on a regular basis
on what our theme,
convention centre, speakers
etc. will be but in the mean-
time keep us in your prayers
as we plan a really fantastic
convention for women of all
ages. If you have any ques-
tions at this time please con-
tact us at
crewc09@live.com.au.

Kids & Friends
[ foMiced by Helen Vanderbom
helenv@adam.com.au

Jim and Jen were shopping for a
Mother’s Day present.

Dad had given them a bit extra to add
to their pocket money.

What would they get Mum?

A new jumper? A cup and saucer, a
tea towel? A mug? Just a card?

“It’s hard to know what Mum really
likes,” they told each other.

“Too hard. Let’s just go home and
cook dinner for mum; that’s all she
wants.”

“No, we can do that as well.”

Talk over Together

How well do you know your mum?
What would she like most?
#Something you made for her?
#Something you saved up for?
#Having dinner cooked by the fam-
ily?

#Breakfast in bed?

Work out for each person in your
family their especial likes:

Giving gifts, hugs (and kisses), kind
words, special times, acts of kind-
ness!

What will make the day very special
for your mum? Do some of those
things! Thank God for your Mum.

Riddle
I’m many sizes, only one colour.
I can fly with birds and planes -
And stick to you too.
I do little harm and never sulk.

I’m nowhere to be found on rainy
days.

Sunny days are more my style.
Who or what am 1?

(A shadow)

Continue on page 5



mailto:dkforrest@hotkey.net.au

Solomon News

Greetings again from Solomon Is-
lands. The weather here is hot and
muggy, all day all year. No need to
bring out the winter woollens. We
have a few wonderful things to share
with you again about God working
among his people and in this part of
the world.

Kevin will be at Synod all of next
week. On Thursday evening 14™ at
7:30pm, there will be a presentation
to Synod on all aspects of our work,
which will include 2 PowerPoint
presentations. May [ encourage all
our faithful supporters living in Vic-
toria to come to the Wonga Park
Christian Reformed Church that eve-
ning. I am sure you will be blessed to
see the good work God is doing here.

We have just received a container of
goods from NSW. Thank you to all
those people who worked hard to
make it happen. Already we have
been able to distribute quite a bit of it
to people with genuine needs. There
is another one coming from Queen-
sland next week. Thankyou too for
those who worked hard to make that

happen. That container has a lot of
material for the development of the
Bethesda Disability Centre. The peo-
ple in New Zealand have also packed
a container, much of it also desig-
nated for Bethesda, and that is due in
a few weeks.

Machi has returned after a great
week of ministry in Russel Islands.
She was asked in addition to the
KYB program to do some studies on
women in leadership, but after a pow-
erful gospel presentation from her in
the opening session and a testimony
from one of the other leaders, the pro-
gram was changed to Godly families
and Christian marriage. Quite a few
women rededicated their lives to liv-
ing God’s way. We are thankful to
having Kobus Van derWalt from
New Zealand with us for about 6
weeks. He and Hennie Carelsen
are getting along famously, chatter-
ing in Afrikaans to each other, but
each proving to be a great blessing
in supporting our work.

Solomon Islands has just launched a
Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion, and to help launch it, invited

retired archbishop Desmond Tutu
from South Africa. Hennie even had
t he opportunity
surprise, to meet him and chat to
him in the Zulu language. Please
pray for the Commission, which is
chaired by a good friend of ours and a
faithful Bible believing pastor, Rev
Dr Sam Ata. Pray that much of the
brokenness that occurred during the
civil unrest may be healed as people
confess and repent and seek and ex-
tend forgiveness to each other.

We have recently heard that an appli-
cation to VIDA (Volunteering for
International Development from Aus-
tralia) has been successful and Susan
Larsen is our nominated candidate.
That means when she comes in Au-
gust, she will receive a measure of
support from the Australian Govern-
ment for her travelling and living ex-
penses. How wonderful God
continues to work in the development
of the Bethesda project.

With love from and on behalf of all
of us in Solomon Islands.

Kevin Rietveld

Contact details

Minister Rev. Leo Douma
Phone: (Office) 9878 5357
Email: leo.douma@bigpond.com
Associate Minister (Pastoral Care) Corrie Ne
Phone: 94496531
Mobile: 0409668454
Email: cpjnel@gmail.com
Deaconate Ali Rietdijk
Phone: 94511238
E-mail: ali@tpg.com.au

Session Clerk Retha Wessels

Phone: 9484 7271
Email: mwes57602@bidpond.net.au
Treasurer Wally Phillips
Phone: 9418 1058
E-mail wally.phillips@sabre.com

Church contact details
PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670
www.sydneyreformed.org.au

Church bank details for direct debit
BSB:
Account number:

032¢290
770535

My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster

Duty Today 10/05/09 Next Week 17/05/09
Duty Elder Corneille Marais Corrie Nel
Greeter Don Forrest & Retha Nel | Alie Rietdijk, Don Forrest
Retha Phillips Adam Reitsma
Bible Reading
Ditta Baalbergen Corrie Nel
Herman Malan Simon Zwarts
Prayer
Corneille Marais Corrie Nel
. Ane Hattingh Divan Lubbe
Collection Duty Lorelei Gagiano Anre Bekker
Crech Sankie du Plesssis Theresa Grobler
reche Fried! Nel Ruan Jordaan
Sound lan Carpenter Stephen Forrest
Du Preeze, J & S,
Coffee/Tea Filmer, Rick & Riétte Graham C&N
Flowers Thea van Heerden Liz Douma
Church Cleaning Nzemand, Neil & Niewoudt C&K
Christelle
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For you to do

Write a poem or acrostic about Mum or someone else who cares for you. The title
could be: My Special Mum

What did the family members of this mum in Proverbs 31, verse 28 do?
Her children arise and call her blessed. Her husband also, and he praises her.

Here are some words that can descri
see if you can work them out:

aypr stenli ivge coenugera  cinepdisli
Iveo rdreaw rgvfoei depovir
What would you add to this list?

For Parents, grand parents and adults
Parenting on the 6Same Pageb

You’ll hear that term used often these days. And you’d have to agree that if we are to be effective parents,
mum and dad need to ‘be on the same page’ - of one mind. Sounds good, but in practice, how do you do
that if one of you is a disciplinarian and the other has come from a home where anything goes? Or Mum
says, ‘Stop yelling!” just as Dad walks in the door, yelling at the kids. Or one of you wants to serve God in
their parenting, but the other is not a Christian? Or one of you is very focussed on their own needs and
wants?

No matter which is you, children are by nature self centred and sinful. So, if parents are not consistent and
communicating well, the kids will find ways to disobey and do their own thing. Especially when children
live with division and rivalry, they have no choice but serve their own deep but short term needs.

We all differ in parenting styles and personal experiences, so we need a way forward to train our children
wisely and create strong, Godly families. This is done by making every effort to work as a team, to take
time to review incidents with humility, and decide further approaches, without laying blame and making
threats. All parents make mistakes, nag, make excuses, let things go, and even lose their cool. We won’t
get through parenting without these.

Parenting styles depend on the frequency of such events. It’s our heart, our daily living that creates
long term consequences for our children - consequences for good or ill.

For Real Teamwork the following are basic:

Share parenting duties and compromise to make this happen. E.g. if Dad tells everyone to get into the car
while 3 year old Juan looks for a toy, can’t make a decision and holds up the family with mum looking on,
who runs this household? How could the parents improve this situation?

The following are essential

Stop undermining each other What can a silence mean?

Stop contradicting each other How can you encourage your spouse?
Stop fighting, especially around the kids

Talk over how to make things work. Is one parent too impatient? One too focussed on the kids? Listen to
each other. Forgive and honour each other. James 4 and Ephesians 5 and 6 are about submitting to each
other, humbling ourselves. Our homes are the obvious place to start.

And pray for yourself, your spouse and your family’s future. God listens.

helenv@adam.com.au
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