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Because He lives, I can face tomorrow...

Welcome to you all on this
glorious day in the church calen-
dar. TODAY is EASTER SUN-
DAY. A couple of days ago on
Good Friday we remembered what
Christ suffered for our sin, for the
failure of the human race, a
suffering unspeakable. But today,
TODAY, we change our approach.

TODAY, this “Sunday of
Sundays” we celebrate the victory
of Jesus over sin and death as we
commemorate his resurrection.
The resurrection is God the
Father’s declaration that his justice
has been satisfied, his “Amen” to
Jesus’ claim on the cross “It is
finished- paid in full”. So from
today in the Christian calendar, the
emphasis is not on our failure and
Christ’s suffering but on Jesus’
victory, and through faith also our
victory. Now we focus on how we
in devotion and gratitude are to
live for the living King Jesus.

With the resurrection we celebrate
not only that we as believers have
been forgiven, but that the curse
on the whole creation has been
dealt with by Jesus. It is not only
the people of God who now live in
the hope of eternal life with our
Lord, but the creation itself lives
in the hope of its restoration. Our
celebration today should be heard
in the streets and from the depths
of our hearts. What a Gospel!
What Good News!

Our lives may still be painful at
times, we may still be frustrated
with our failures towards God and
each other and the creation, but
we know that Jesus as won the
decisive victory. Nothing can
change that anymore. Now it is
simply a matter of time for the
living Lord to claim what is His in
all glory. Hallelujah. As that beau-
tiful song goes:

“Because He lives, I can face to-
morrow,

because He lives, all fear is gone,

because I know he holds the fu-
ture,

and life is worth the living just
because he lives”.

This morning we have the oppor-
tunity to participate in the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper, which
is so appropriate. For our Lord
instituted the Supper as a way to
remember and believe what he has
achieved through his death and
resurrection, that through his
‘body and blood” we have re-
ceived the ‘complete forgiveness

of all our sins’. Praise God!

Please note!

This evening Rev John Zuidema
of the Dee Why congregation will

lead the service as our minister
leads the Dee Why night service.

Next Sunday Rev Colin Grant
from the Wollongong church will
lead the services. Our Classis
(state church gathering) meets
next Saturday to discuss all the
Synod reports (Synod meets
10-15 May) and the ministers are
all involved in a pulpit swap. Our
minister will be at Liverpool.

As many of our congregation will
be away for Easter, traveling,
camping, and with the school holi-
days also having commenced, we
pray for the safety of all our mem-
bers and a time to enjoy each
others company and families and
friends.

Worship Services

07.30 am Leo Douma

Sunday 12 April
10 am Leo Douma

Sunday 12 April 5 pm John Zuidema
Sunday 19 April 10 am Colin Grant
Sunday 19April 5 pm Colin Grant
Offering Today Ref. Youth Comm
Offering Next week Church




Notices:

Pastoral Partnering Program. The elders, deacons, and pastoral care workers involved in the PPP are
reminded we are due to meet again on Tuesday 21* April, 8pm in the church hall. We will report
on our pastoral contacts, coordinate our care program and do some further training.

Youth service. On 26™ April, with the evening service, a special invitation is given to the youth in our
church as Corrie Nel leads a service with a theme aimed at the youth. Please let all our young
people know about this.

GROWING TOGETHER

6 WEEKS TO GO.

In six weeks we begin the adventure of doing GROWING TOGETHER program as a congregation.
Have you put that date of 24™ May (& the six weeks following) in your diary? That is the time that the
organizing team is praying and working for, that God will show us what it means to be a community that
follows Jesus.

For the GT program we are asking that you commit to the following:

Allowing God to shape and change you so that he might form us into a genuine Christ-following com-
munity, more and more growing together

Attending the weekly services where, through the Word, we hear God’s plan for community and in
elder district groups discuss together how we might apply the teaching

Attending small groups (where possible, forming new ones where there isn’t one) and experience a bit
of that community, that being and growing together

Participating in daily devotional readings from the book ‘Growing Together’, personally and as fami-
lies

We have a team of people meeting regularly to prepare our church for this spiritual journey. For example
they are writing the devotional materials for the devotions book as well as the small group studies, they are
gathering materials for the children in Kids Church and our Youth to also be involved in this venture.
Where it’s feasible the team is seeking to start new small groups and get the current groups up to speed on
the GT program, so every one has an opportunity to share in some real growth together. Also they are
planning the weekly services with session and with them organizing the district group discussions as part
of the morning services, so everyone gets a feel for sharing in getting to know each other as a district led
by their elder. A prayer team is seeking God’s blessing and guidance in the work being done. We would
ask that you pray for this time as well.

Please note that the GT team is due to meet again on Thursday 16" April, 7:30pm at the church hall.
We will be organizing a letter and fridge magnet for all the church families, to invite your participation in
this spiritual journey.

Market Day 2009 at Wedderburn Christian Campsite

Market Day 2009 is coming up on the 25™ of April and we would appreciate your help in making baked
goods for the coffee and cake stall that we, the YOUTH of CRCS will be running on the day! Please
contact me if you are willing to make something and we can arrange a drop off time, otherwise please have
all baked goods at church on the 19™ of April. We also need some of our youth to help us with running the
stall on the day. We will be going on the Friday night to sleep over.

Thanks,

Sanmari van Heerden

sanmarivanheerden@hotmail.com,
0438123399
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To all the Ladies

The Ladies of the Blaxland CRC
invite you to the annual Ladies
day at Blaxland church 3 Renwick
Close Blaxland, on Saturday

2 May 2009. Our speaker for the
day is Lydia van der Well. The
topic will be “Christian women in
today’s culture” Please remember
her in your prayers. Morning tea
and registration starts at 9.30, with
our program commencing at
10.00am. We have included the
greetings again and ask that you
have one of your ladies bring
these greetings.

Soup, coffee and tea will be pro-
vided, but if you if you need more
please bring your own sandwich.

We look forward to seeing you
there. For seating and catering
purposes we ask you to let us
know how many ladies are com-
ing.

THERE IS NO COST FOR THIS
WONDERFUL DAY.

Please let Ali know if you like to
come by the 15th April.

For those who have not been to
one of these gatherings I would
like to encourage you to come and
join us.

Ali Rietdyk.

ONLY 2 WEEKS TO GO -
MARKET DAY 25 April 2009

Have you put it on your calendar?
Have you invited you family &
friends? Catch up for a coffee or
lunch or some kids entertainment!
Rockwall, Flying Fox, Archery
Competition, Jumping Castle,
Crafts, Croquettes, Oliebollen,
Cakes, Coffee and more! We look
forward to seeing you all from
10am! with thanks from Pro
Campo.

Lyndon Bell

Manager

Wedderburn Christian Campsite
208 Minerva Road

Wedderburn NSW 2560

ph. 02 4634 1265

fx. 02 4634 1055

email: office@Wedderburn.org.au

web: www.Wedderburn.org.au

And not because we think we
can do anything of lasting value
by ourselves. Our only power

and success comes from
God.

2 Corinthians 3:5 (NLT)

Prayer is the key that unlocks the
storehouses of God's infinite
grace and power.

All that God is, and all that God
has, is at the disposal of
prayer.

R A Torrey

Income for the Church

Jan. Feb. March.
3,694 2,522 4,835
9,468 8,590 8,330

Collections
Direct/Debit

Total 13,162 11,112 13,165

Arie Baalbergen

PRAYER UPDATE FOR
GROWING TOGETHER

Pray for the preparations for the
Program, especially for the
writing of material.

Pray for those organising Small
Groups, that people will come
forward as Hosts and that all our
congregation will be keen to be
part of a Small Group.

Pray that the organising team may
be able to communicate clearly to
our congregation about the various
activities.

Pray for God's power to accom-
plish great things for our Church
through the GROWING

TOGETHER Program.

Supporting international Deve -
lopment and Relief

Most of the CRCA churches hold
an offering for WD&R's ministry
at Easter time. This support helps
us to support our many programs
in Asia and the pacific. Some have
a small budget, others much lar-
ger. Here are a few examples.

SMALL: We forwarded money
for village medical kits in the
Solomon's. Machi Rietveld wrote
just this week: "Praise God for
your generosity and continuing
support. I shall inform the phar-
macist immediately of the good

LARGE: We are supporting an
HIV/Aids project in Southern In-
dia. There thousands of families
are being supported with practical
help and positive Christian coun-
sel.

Our committee is humbled by the
generous and ongoing support that
comes from our churches. Your
gifts are making a Kingdom dif-
ference. Blessed be God. God
has blessed you! With thanks, for
World Development & Relief:

Bert Kuipers
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SESSION NOTES

The elders met on Tuesday eve-
ning. Here are some of the items
which were discussed for the con-
gregation’s information and ac-
tion.

9 Profession of faith. Session
was greatly encouraged by the fact
that six of our young people have
expressed their desire to do their
public profession of faith. They
have all been extensively inter-
viewed and session presents them
to the congregation: Andreas
Britz, Callin & Mega Meyer,
Jacques Nel, Lindi van Rhijn,
Ruan Viok. 1f there are no lawful
objections their profession will
occur during the morning service
of 3" May.

1 Session chairman. Frans Wes-
sels has accepted the role as chair-
man of the meetings of session.

I Associate Minister. Corrie Nel
has settled in well in his role as
the Associate Minister for pastoral

care. Session received another

report of the various visits he has
made in the congregation. His first
three monthly review is due to be
tabled at the May meeting of Ses-
sion.

1 Cherrybrook. Session re-
ceived reports on the proposal to
have a preaching post of our
church in the Hills District. It was
decided to ask the Action Com-
mittee to do a detailed feasibility
study delineating the: who, what,
when, where and how of the pro-
posal so the congregation can see
how it will work and decide on
proceeding.

1 Growing Together. Session
received a status report on how the
GT team is doing in pulling to-
gether the six week program in
our congregation. The elders com-
mended the team for its volume of
work done to date, with our own
devotions book, children and
youth materials, logo design etc
all coming to completion.

1 Pastoral. Reports were re-
ceived on visits made, including
those of new families to our
church. The pastoral contacts re-
veal that the economic down turn
is also impacting our church fami-
lies, with numerous folk con-
cerned about job security, even
job loss. We need to be in prayer
and support for each other.

Elders’ districts. These have now
been finalized (as best can be in
an ever changing congregation).
The districts now incorporate the
Pastoral Partners, such that each
elder has been assigned a pastoral
care worker and/or deacon with
their pastoral partners and this
team forms the elder’s district.
The elders will be following up
soon to get to know all those in
their district as well as encoura-
ging participation in the Growing
Together program (elders district
discussions after the morning
worship)

Contact details

My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster

Minister Rev. Leo Douma
Phone: (Office) 9878 5357
Email: leo.douma@bigpond.com
Associate Minister (Pastoral Care) Corrie Nel
Phone: 94496531
Mobile: 0409668454
Email: cpjnel@gmail.com
Deaconate Ali Rietdijk
Phone: 94511238
E-mail: ali@tpg.com.au
Session Clerk Retha Wessels
Phone: 9484 7271
Email: mwes57602@bidpond.net.au
Treasurer Wally Phillips
Phone: 9418 1058
E-mail wally.phillips@sabre.com

Church contact details
PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670
www.sydneyreformed.org.au

Church bank details for direct debit
BSB:
Account number:

032¢290
770535

Duty Today 12/04/09 Next Week 19/04/09
Duty Elder Corneille Marais Frans Wessels
Greeter DF & Schalk v Heerden | DF & Thea v Heerden
Linda Grové Daleen Jordaan
Bible Reading
Gerry Vanderlaan Arie Baalbergen
Adam Reitsma ?2?
Prayer
Marius van Tonder Frans Wessels
. Armand Grobler Lindi van Rhijn
Collection Duty Emmalise Basson Marcus Brady
Crech Esti Nel Thea van Heerden
reche Werner Jordaan Lindi Grove
Sound Jacques Nel snr Wessels van Heerden
Carpenter, | & | De Beer, E & H
Coffee/Tea Davis, M & T De Beer, P & R
Flowers Ditta Baalbergen Nicolette Graham
Church Cleaning | Malan, Herman & Salmie | Nakazawa, Shin & Makiko
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