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 Next week Solomon Islands Mission 

Worship Services 

B u l l e t i n  

In Australia we know that our 

country is either in drought, with 

bushfires or we have floods. But 

last weekend was way beyond the 

norm when in Queensland towns 

were flood three times with torren-

tial rain, and in Victoria years of 

drought, scorching temperatures 

and gusting winds brought about 

the worst bushfires in our history. 

Now a week later we are still try-

ing to come to terms with the 

enormity of this disaster. Even a 

thousand kilometers away we can 

sit with tears as we watch the 

news and see the devastation, hear 

of the hundreds who have died, 

see the incredible efforts of the 

fire fighters, and see loved ones 

finding each other and others 

grieving over those they will never 

see again. Our hearts go out to 

those who have lost all their prop-

erty, even worse, losing family 

and friends. As often happens peo-

ple ask “Where is God in all this 

suffering?” Right in the midst of it 

all! God has never promised we 

would never suffer. In fact some 

form of suffering is always likely 

because we live in a world broken 

by the curse of sin; even creation 

itself „groans‟ under the destruc-

tion that is too often wreaked on 

the earth (Romans 8). But God has 

promised He will always be with 

us in the midst of our suffering; so 

often in scripture He promises “I 

will be with you”. In Romans 8 it 

says “Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ? Shall trouble 

or hardship… nothing in all 

creation will be able to separate  

us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” In the 

preaching this morning we will 

see what comfort and assurance 

the Word of God brings to this 

horrible week in Victoria under 

the theme “It‟s OK- Father is 

here!” The collection today will be 

for the Bush Fire Appeal via  

our denomination‟s relief committee 

(WDR). There will be no collection 

for the church; all of today‟s offering 

will be for the bush fire victims in 

Victoria.  

 "How the appeal funds will be 

allocated.  

 

 We will call on the deacons of the 

CRC of Mt Evelyn to use the funds 

that will be raised to distribute assis-

tance in their region. They are in 

touch with their community and 

within the network of Christian 

churches in the district. Their vision 

is not to get involved with the pri-

mary emergency response, but to do 

what they can with the resources they 

have at their disposal in order to give 

ongoing assistance after the media 

attention has lessened. They see a 

massive task for many months to sup-

port their communities in an ongoing 

way. We are delighted to know they 

have so quickly risen to the chal-

lenge. We know that assistance will 

be extended in the Lord's name.  

 

 Please note:  
 

1. We will NOT allocate money to 

any of the public appeals that are 

running now. Should any mem-

bers wish to support these appeals, 

there are many avenues to do so. 

Already massive amounts of 

money and goods have been do-

nated. Red Cross and Salvation 

Army are doing a great job. 

(These organizations can provide 

receipts for tax purposes.) 

 2. We will NOT specifically tar-

get organizations or Christian 

school families that have been af-

fected. We know that CEN 

schools all over the country are 

responding already to help Plenty 

Valley Christian School families.  

 3. We will NOT be using funds to 

present Bibles.  

This has been suggested and we 

agree that it is a great suggestion, 

but is not part of our mandate. 

Safe in our Father’s hands 
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Contac t  de ta i l s  My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster 

Notices 

Pastoral Partnering Program. 

The first meeting of this new 

pastoral venture in our church 

will meet on Tuesday evening 

(17th February) commencing at 

8pm in the church hall. This is 

for all the elders, deacons and 

pastoral carers 

40 Days of Community. We look 

forward to running this program 

again this year commencing in 

May. Now we need to gather a 

team of people to organize eve-

rything for this time. Any one 

interested is most welcome to 

attend the first meeting on 

Wednesday evening, (18th Febru-

ary) commencing at 8pm in the 

church hall. 

Classis training event. There is 

an opportunity for all of us to 

attend some training organized 

by our Classis (state level for the 

CRCA). Please see the details in 

the advert below. 

 

Men’s Katoomba Convention. 
Some of our men, led by Arie 

Baalbergen, will be away next 

Friday evening and Saturday en-

joying the fellowship of thou-

sands of others hearing            

challenging messages from 

God‟s Word. 

Report: Youth Team Meeting 

Our youth team, with representa-

tives from the various children/

youth programs in our church 

met on Wednesday evening un-

der the capable chairmanship of 

our Youth Elder Thys Basson. 

The program and events for the 

year were mapped out. As Thys 

said “This is going to be an ex-

citing year!” The Catechism and 

Kids Church have both com-

menced with a good number of 

our children. Planning is under 

way for a youth club meeting 

with various social events as 

well as plans for another July 

Youth Camp. Outreach via our 

Kids-games and October Wed-

derburn Adventure Camp is also 

being organized.  

The leaders are keen and enthu-

siastic, ready to go.  

One of the new ventures is a 

mentoring program for our 

youth. Marinda Carelsen will 

give some details via handouts 

and an announcement on Sunday 

morning.  

For all of these programs to work 

well we need the assistance of 

the parents whose regularity is 

needed to ensure the children are 

brought each time the particular 

program is running (Catechism 

each Sunday, youth club Friday 

night monthly etc).  

The leaders of the various pro-

grams will initiate an open time 

for parents to see what is hap-

pening for the year, so please be 

on the lookout for that. 
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Prayer request: To all CRCA churches 

 

We want to ask all our churches to pray for the situation in Victoria this Sunday.  

(We also know there are serious floods in Qld.)  

Many are grieving, injured and traumatized.  

Pray that the Lord might bring healing to those affected and send rain to Victoria and be pleased to with-

hold rain where it is flooding in Queensland. 

  

This is also to let you know that we have decided to urge all our churches to take up an emergency appeal 

for the Bush Fire victims in Victoria.  

Should members wish to make tax deductible donations, we would suggest that they donate by way of 

other organizations.  

Donations towards the WD&R appeal, made by way of offerings in our local churches will not be tax de-

ductible.  

We hope to send more details tomorrow. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bert Kuipers for the WD&R Committee of the CRCA 

 

ôHEALTHY CHURCHES REACHING THE LOSTõ 

At the next meeting of Classis we have an opportunity to meet Rev Dr Jack De Vries, the new CRCA Min-

istry Training Coordinator. Jack‟s job is to help our local churches become more focused on the CRCA vi-

sion “A church reforming to reach the lost for Christ”. He had been invited to address our Classis. Classis 

decided to give an open invitation to      everyone in our churches to come along. So here is a great oppor-

tunity to get stimulated in our local churches as Jack gives two presentations. It would be great to bring a 

team of people for the morning session. 

When : 9am, 28th February 2009 

Where:  St Marys Christian Reformed Church 

Who :  Rev Dr Jack De Vries- CRCA Ministry Training Coordinator 

What:  Reaching In: Healthy Churches are growing Churches 

Question: Does it matter if people are coming through the front door if the back door is open? 

Reaching Out: Reaching the Lost, the Least and the Last 

Question: What does an externally focused church look like? 

 

     

TRIP TO PHILIPPINES ORPHANAGE 

Joel Douma is planning another trip to the Philippines to the orphanage that our church supports.  

The trip is planned for July this year (possibly 11th-18th).  

Most of the time will be spent at the orphanage as well as time in the city. Activities include: (Tanay)- hang 

out, hug, rumble, sing, dance etc with babies and toddlers, games with kids and local youth group, work 

project, outreach work with surrounding community, visit to waterfall, time at the market day at the main 

town; (Manila)- street mission with a social worker, visit student drop in centre, visit mega malls, trip to 

bible/evangelism college. Costs need to be finalized but allow about $1,800. Age is not limited (except a 

minimum of 18 years).  

On one of the trips a bloke from WA in his 40‟s came along and loved it and now runs mission trips to In-

dia. 

 If you are interested please call Joel on 0425 324 193 or email joel.douma@defence.gov.au 

mailto:joel.douma@defence.gov.au


News from the Solomon Islands 
 

Dear Friends in Jesus 

We had hoped to send this out earlier, but have 

been prevented till now. Even in trial and ad-

versity, we have seen and do see the Lord‟s 

good hand. Please join us in prayer and thanks-

giving. 

Floods and cyclonic rains have lashed Gua-

dalcanal, with 11 people now confirmed 

dead and 8 still missing. People have 

lost houses and gardens, and relief ef-

forts are under way. It may seem insig-

nificant when we hear of the devasta-

tion of the Australian bushfires, but loss 

and suffering is just as real for any who 

go through it. Please join us in prayer 

and seek to help out in practical ways 

where we can. 

Our own property at Lungga was also af-

fected, but buildings remained un-

touched. About 80 metres of fencing 

were destroyed. We evacuated most of the staff for one night, but thankfully waters had already 

reached their peak. A large tree falling over at the edge of our property took out the phone lines and 

left us without contact for 4 days. We praise God for things returning to normal. 

School is back, and many of you who sponsor children will be pleased to learn that all have gone back 

to school, whether the same one or a new school. This has meant a good deal of running around for 

Machi, but it is complete now. 

John and Joel, two of our staff, went to Australia for 2 weeks with the Vissers, and will return this 

week. 

Jack and Trudi returned to Australia in Mid January after serving here for 5 years. We are grateful for 

the many things accomplished during their ministry time here. A „decommissioning‟ service was 

held last Sunday in Brisbane, at Westside CRCA. 

We welcomed the De Leyer family from Canada, who arrived the same day the Vissers left. They are 

helping out for about 10 weeks, and have already proved to be a great blessing in many different 

ways. Even their 3 teenage children are keen to get involved in different aspects of ministry. 

Kevin and Machi enjoyed a busy Christmas holidays with family and friends in Australia. The highlight 

was Christmas day where many of the Rietveld clan (not a very big one) gathered at Alison‟s place. 

The time was special, because Kevin‟s Mum also came for the day from the aged care facility and 

we so enjoyed her presence with us. 

Last Saturday, it pleased God to call Mum home. For some years already she had suffered from severe 

dementia, and her physical strength was waning. She was aged 92. The funeral will be coming Fri-

day (13th) at St Marys NSW. We rejoice that she is now in God‟s presence and released from the 

limitations that she endured in recent years. 

Thanks for being and praying with us in all of these things. God sure is good! All the time! 

 

 Kevin & Machi 


