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B u l l e t i n 19 April 2009

Amazing grace, that saved a wretch like me

Hello everyone and welcome
to our services of worship to-
day. May we gain a glimpse
of the wonder of God through
our worship and the amazing
grace displayed in what God
has done through his Son Je-
sus Christ, especially through
Jesus' death

Thinking of that did you have
that extra bit of bounce in
your step this week post com-
memorating Easter and think-

ing through the stunning
i mplications
rection?

TODAY: We welcome to our
pulpit Rev Colin Grant from
the Wollongong congregation
to lead us in the morning
worship and Rev Laven
Shunmugam from the
Hawkesbury church to lead
us in the evening service. All
the ministers are involved in
a pulpit swap today; our min-
ister is out at Cobbitty with
the MacArthur congregation.
Yesterday there was a Classis
meeting (state meeting of our
denomination) as church
representatives met all day to
discuss the wvarious Synod
reports, ready for our Classis
representatives (we send two
ministers and two elders) to

present our views at the
Synod which meets 10-15
May in Melbourne. The
issues range from our
denominational vision to be a
more missional church
_reforming t
for Christ*,
mgssios  t¢ gugerprmuatirg
and everything in between.

NEXT WEEK: Corrie Nel
will lead the evening service
with a focus on our youth. So
we encourage our young
pBople dspcially Std  beS at

church at 5pm next Sunday.

PROFESSION OF FAITH.
Talking of our young people,
six of them have indicated
their desire to do their profes-
sion of faith; Andreas Britz,
Callin & Mega Meyer,
Jacques Nel, Lindi van Rhijn,

If there are no lawful objec-
tions their profession will
occur during the morning ser-
vice of 3" May.

PASTORAL PARTNER
PROGRAM.

The PPP team is set to meet
on Tuesday evening, 21%
April 8pm in the church hall.
This is a reminder for all the
team to be present and a re-
quest for the congregation to
pray for those entrusted with
our pastoral care.

Ruan Viok.

Worship Services
Sunday 19 April 10 am Colin Grant
Sunday 19 April 5 pm Laven Shunmugam
Sunday 26 April 10 am Leo Douma
Sunday 26April 5 pm Corrie Nel
Offering Today Church
Offering Next week Vicariate Committee




5 WEEKS TO GO

In five weeks we begin the adventure of doing GROWING TOGETHER program as a congregation.
That is the time that the organizing team is praying and working for, that God will show us what it means
to be a community that follows Jesus.

For the GT program we are asking that you commit to the following:

Allowing God to shape and change you so that he might form us into a genuine Christ-following com-
munity, more and more growing together

Attending the weeklys er vi ces where, through the Word,
elder district groups discuss together how we might apply the teaching

Attending small groups (where possible, fo
of that community, that being and growing together

Participating in daily Gewvwt ngn dbsgnelly dmdak fang s
lies

We have a team of people meeting regularly to prepare our church for this spiritual journey. For example
they are writing the devotional materials for the devotions book as well as the small group studies, they are
gathering materials for the children in Kids Church and our Youth to also be involved in this venture.
Where it‘s feasible the team is seeking to ¢
the GT program, so every one has an opportunity to share in some real growth together. Also they are
planning the weekly services with session and with them organizing the district group discussions as part
of the morning services, so everyone gets a feel for sharing in getting to know each other as a district led
by their el der. A prayer team is seeking Go¢(
ask that you pray for this time as well.

You will all soon be receiving a letter in the mail outlining what the Growing Together program is,
together with a fridge magnet. Please do the obvious with the magnet, put in on the fridge and let it
remind you of the dates for the GT program and what the theme is for each week. Some key things
we ask you to do now are:

Put the GT dates in your diary (24™ May- 5™ July) and commit your family to being in church for
each of those seven Sundays.

If you are not currently in a small group be prepared to get involved in a small group in your local-
ity, at least for the six weeks of the GT program. If you want to form your own group or you are pre-
pared to help host a group please call Esti Nel today.

Set aside $10 to purchase the devotions and small group study guide for the GT program. They
should be available for purchase in May.

P.S. Please note that the competition for designing a cover for our study material booklet closes to-
day.

bt ar




PRAYER POINTS

Pray for physical protection and
good health for all leaders and

their families as well as all partici-
pants and their families during

the GROWING TOGETHER
program.

Pray for God's protection against
distractions, problems and

concerns - to enable everyone
involved to focus completely on

what God has for them during the
Program.

Pray for God's protection against
discouragement for the leaders

when seemingly impossible tasks
appear prior to the Program

beginning.

'Spread your protection over
them, that those who love your
name may rejoice in you. For
surely, OLord, you bless the
righteous; you surround them
with your favour as with a
shield."

Psalm 5:11-12.

"If you have so much business t
attend to that you have no time

to pray, depend upon it, you ha
more business on hand than

God ever intended you should
have.

D L Moody

25 APRIL 2009
MARKET DAY

Come and bring your family and
friends to WEDDERBURN for a
CHOICE day out!

Food, Jumping Castle, Adven-
ture activities and all your
favourite stalls. Starting from
10am at Wedderburn Christian
Campsite, 208 Minerva Rd
Wedderburn.

One FREE ride on the Flying
Fox if you've never been to
Market Day before!

ph. 02 4634 1265

email: office@Wedderburn.org.au

web: www.Wedderburn.org.au

NSW Youth Connection -
Sutho's Senior Youth Overnight

Gathering

Theme "Passionate Reality —
What do you live for?"

When 7pm Friday 22 May till
4pm Saturday 23rd of May

Who: Yr 10+

D
Where Christian Reformed
ghurch of the Sutherland Shire

Put it in your diaries! More info to
come!
Any questions?

Contact Annalee: 0425 269 623

Please pray for the Christians in
Orissa. India

Religious rift tears at Orissa
communities

By Chris Morris

BBC News, Kandhamal, Orissa

Hundreds of people have gathered
in the darkness in the town of Rai-
kia.

Candlelight flickers across their
faces as they sit quietly on the
floor. They chant and pray as a
priest leads them in worship.

For Christians, Easter is a time of
hope. But in Kandhamal, deep in
the interior in the eastern Indian
state of Orissa, hope is in short

supply.

This is a community still trauma-
tised by a sudden burst of violence
last year, described as the worst
anti-Christian rioting in India
since independence.

Dozens of people were killed, and
hundreds of churches and houses
were damaged or destroyed.

Let us pray for these persecuted

Christians.



outbind://6/procampo@bigpond.com%20
http://www.Wedderburn.org.au

K&F

Kids & Friends #183
Produced by Helen Vanderbom

helenv@adam.com.au

Being scared

Are you ever scared? Is your Dad
or Mum? Have you asked them?

Jesuso
Remember the time they were in a
boat and a storm came up? Jesus

cal med the stol

And then, after Jesus came back to
life they locked the doors! What
were they afraid of?

List the things you are sometimes
scared of and ask God to help you
not to be too scared.

di sci pl ¢Tsh owearse’ ?s o nVéhtoi m

Talk over with Mum and Dad

# For who did Jesus die on the
cross?

# Who were some of the people
who saw Jesus alive after Easter?

# What did the disciples do the
first night after Jesus came alive
again? Check out John 20: 19,
20?

# How did Jesus help the disciples
when they were scared?

# Have you heal

was he called that? Check out
John 20 from verse 24-28.

m, didn*t he!
Riddles

Wh o wrlLost iethefJun-

gled ?

Miss Ing

Wh o wrlbavesHomework

U R Kidding

Who wrbBxer ciises

Ben Down and Ben Dover

\pdgsiietue.

What did one magnet say to an-
other?

You are very attractive

Who saw Jesus after Jesus came
back to life?

Here is a list of those who saw
Jesus in the 40 days after Jesus
came back to life and before Jesus
went back to heaven, but the
wbrdsaurie jumbRdap) Wark o g
and why

ryMa, arMy gdaManele, all the
dpscilies eg esJam and teePr
(not Jasud carltsio), remo hant
050 eopple ta ncoe, ulPa, pas-
Cole nda ish enfrid.

hCheck the list in 1Corinthians 15

as well as Matthew 28, verses 1
and 9, Luke 24

MdkQg Yy ouo?
John 20

Contact details

My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster

Minister Rev. Leo Douma
Phone: (Office) 9878 5357 Duty TOday 19/04/09 Next Week 26/04/09
Email: leo.douma@bigpond.com
Duty Elder Frans Wessels Thys Basson
Associate Minister (Pastoral Care) Corrie Ne
Phone: 94496531
DF & T Heer Don Forr
Mobile: 0409668454 Greeter & Thea v Heerden on Forrest
Email: cpjnel@gmail.com
Bible Readi Daleen Jordaan Gerry Vanderlaan
Deaconate Ali Rietdijk 1Dl€ keading .
Phone: 94511238 Arie Baalbergen Gerry Vanderlaan
Email: ali@tpg.com.au
P Don Forrest Marinda Carelsen
Session Clerk Retha Wessels rayer
Phone: 0484 7971 Frans Wessels Zandra Forrest
Email: mwes57602@bidpond.net.au .. .. ..
. Lindi van Rhijn Rii Malan
Collection Duty M. Brad And Bri
Treasurer Wally Phillips arcus braay nareas brits
Phone: 9418 1058 . . .
Email wally.phillips@sabre.com Creéche Hettie Br{tz L".Zky de Bm.’lyn
Annemarie Nel Wilyen Aguino
Church contact details .
PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670 Sound Wessels van Heerden David Carpenter
www.sydneyreformed.org.au K .
Coffee/T De Beer, E & H De Bruyn, Pieter & Linky
Church bank details for direct debit otfee/ Lea De Beer, P & R De Wet, Theuns & Elsabé
BSB: 032¢290
Account number: 770535 Flowers Nicolette Graham TBA
. Nakazawa, Shin & . .
Church Cleaning . Nel, Corrie en Esti
Makiko
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For Parents, grand parents and adults

Raising Successful Children

I read an article on the MOPS website, which really caught my eye.
The writer noticed a man with his four year old daughter at a hotel lift.
Hi s words cut as she watched him with
stupi d. You‘re too sl ow. |l

Most of us have witnessed or experienced that kind of demeaning parenting, or perhaps
even been guilty of it because we have become part of the rat race that yearns and demands
success and competence at all levels, even from our little ones.

But who of us has never had to be with our child struggling to succeed — at speech therapy,
at reading, at maths, at bike riding, at making friends — helping our child trust God and
make sense out of the loneliness, or bullying, or the mess that is their handwriting, or their
effort to succeed at some project or sport! We have only to think back to our own pain to
know what a child might be going through.

As we attempt to understand why God allows heart breaking struggles in the lives of our
children, I't*s onl vy lifdisnot aboue sucsess,dut dbamtrser- 0
vice, about loving God, and loving our neighbour that we see a bigger and better picture.

Unconditional | ove i s Godod WVhatdoove ap pareritsh
know about unconditional love? Are we learning its lessons and aiming to pass these
onto our children? Our life purpose is not for ourselves. The article quotes Isaiah 58:10:
—.. i f you spend yourselves in behalf
then your | ight wil!/ rise in the dark
Our choice is to lift up others. This honours God.

What are our first priorities? Jesus spent his life for others. He suffered first, died, and
then was raised to life to be lifted up and exalted. The same goes for us. As Kingdom
people, we are to raise our children to have a Kingdom perspective. To be servants of
the cross.

The struggles and challenges first, then the crown - just like Jesus.

helenv@adam.com.au
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o f
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Solomon News

Greetings from Solomon Islands.

How good God is! But to follow him faithfully is also challenging.
Even so, we are blessed encouraged and strengthened as we continue in our ministry. Here are some high-
l' i ghts, and perhaps a few frustrations too,

We said farewell to the De Leyer family, who had been with us for 11 weeks. Their contributions,
insights and fellowship brought us great blessings. Farewells were a bit teary. Their ministry will
be remembered and has been appreciated.

On the day they left, Hennie Carelsen arrived from Sydney, to spend 9 weeks here. Already we have
been blessed by his commonsense, steady and practical approach to supporting some of our
projects at the Base and at the Bethesda Centre. He may be retired, but he not tired and has a good
sense of humour as well as a deep love for Jesus.

We often get people coming to our gate, looking for assistance of some sort or other. Sometimes they
ask for clothing, or school fees, food or medicine, or travelling expenses to get back home. We are
sometimes able to help, and we try to assess genuine needs. But sometimes we get caught out too,
when people spin a convincing story just to get money out of us for their own purposes. Thank-
fully, we serve one who judges every heart and knows every motive.

We have had a lot of rain again lately, and last weekend was a real heavy one. Again we had flood
waters coming through our property. No houses were affected, but some of our fences were
knocked over again by floating debris. However, we were thankful that we had not fixed them up
again since that happened six weeks ago, so nothing more was lost. Machi does not cope well with
this stuff, so how providential that she was away in Malaita organising workshops for later in the
year.

The Preaching workshop ended well, with the participants being greatly encouraged. Kevin is now
working with some other Church leaders in organising a Langham Preaching Conference at the
SWIM Base for June. 50 participants from different denominations will be invited to participate
with speakers coming from England, Australia & New Zealand.

On Monday, Machi and Salome are going to Yandina in Central Province to run a workshop on KYB
as well as some family studies. This will be to an interdenominational group. She will be accompa-
nied by Unity Kuba and another lady who wants to get involved in this ministry.

Work on the Bethesda project is continuing well, despite the inclement weather we have had.

With our denominational Synod just 3 weeks away, we are preparing our presentations and making
arrangements for meetings while we are there with key personnel for both the mission and the
Bethesda project.

Both the Prison ministry and the Radio ministry is going ahead well, with new enrolments for CBI
coming every week, though sadly, once inmate is released, it is rare for him to continue to complete
his studies. Poor communications, postal services and distances contribute significantly to this.

We do thank you for your continued prayers, support and love.
Kevin Rietveld, for all at SWIM




