Welcome back everyone from the
summer break! We trust you have all
been refreshed and are now ready to
get back into things. We as a church
are getting right back into it today as
we install new elders and deacons,
dedicate all the ministries in our con-
gregation and have a congregational
meeting to decide on a new Associ-
ate Minister (Pastoral Care). So a
busy morning! Take a good look
around you and you’ll see lots of
new faces. Why not say hello to
some people you don’t know yet and
get acquainted. A warm welcome is
extended to all our visitors.

This morning: We give our heartfelt
thank you to the elders and deacons
who retire today: Pieter Britz, Johan
Grobler, Shin Nakazawa & Elizabeth
De Beer. Thank you for your leader-
ship and dedicated service over the
last three years. They are being re-
placed today by four new elders:
Thys Basson, Jacques Du Plessis,
Corneille Marais and Wally Phillips
and three new deacons: Christelle
Niemand, Adam Reitsma & Ali Riet-
dijk. This morning we will also com-
mission and pray for all our minis-
tries, including children/youth, small
groups, admin etc. The preaching
will focus on 1 Peter 5, where our
leadership will be encouraged to
‘lead by example’. A humble leader
is a powerful leader because she
demonstrates the character of Jesus
and is empowered by the Holy Spirit.
A proud leader is a weak leader be-
cause he draws attention away from
Jesus and is only powered by his
own strength.

This evening we will have an inter-
esting and challenging look at Lords
Day 30 of the Heidelberg Catechism
as we compare the Reformed view of
the Lord’s Supper with the Catholic
view of the Mass.

A key implication of the differences
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is our view of justification as a once
off act (Reformed) so I can know “I
am saved” compared to an ongoing
process of justification (Catholic) in
which “I hope [ am saved”.

NEXT SUNDAY we look forward to
celebrating the Lord’s Supper. As our
Book of Forms says ‘it is our duty to
prepare ourselves, as Paul says: a
man ought to examine himself before
he eats of the bread and drinks of the
cup.” In other words we participate
knowing full well that our sins are
forgiven only because Jesus sacri-
ficed himself for us on the cross. And
as a result of our forgiveness is it our
sincere desire to love God and others
and serve them as God wants?

Also next Sunday, straight after the
morning service, we will have a brief
presentation by Terry West, who
represents the Crossroads Bible Insti-
tute. This very important ministry
reaches out to the prisoners in our
jails with courses explaining the gos-
pel.

Next Sunday evening, the regular
attendees of the evening service will
take time after the service to consider
the future of those services. With
only a handful of regulars, the lack of
others attending has given rise to
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whether this ministry should con-
tinue, and if so in what format, or
whether to cease. Please keep this
matter in your prayers.

PRAYER POINTS: Those of us
who remember Ockert & Hankie
Nel, previous members of our con-
gregation, are informed that Ockert
is again suffering with cancer.
Please pray for him and his family.
We give thanks for health and safe
keeping over the summer break. We
pray for a fruitful year in all our
ministries that Jesus is more and
more made known and glorified.

Notices:

SA outreach event is on next Sunday
evening (8" February). This is a week
later than the usual 1° Sunday of the
month to allow the later start of some
school s. Don’ t f
reason for the Afrikaans service is to
reach out to new migrants looking for
a church. So bring along a friend or
two.

Session meets on Tuesday evening,
commencing at 7:45 in the church.

If you have any items for the elders to
consider please contact Leo Douma.

Worship Services

Today 10am Rev Leo Douma
Spm Rev Leo Douma
Next Week 10am Rev Leo Douma
Spm Rev Leo Douma
Next week 6.30pm SA Outreach Gathering
Offering Today Local Church
Next week Local Deaconate
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Maybe there’s a connection.

Ever noticed two familiar strangers always following you? The guy
and the girl? They catch your bus, laugh on billboards and pout at
you from fashion boutiques. They mock you with perfect teeth, ex-
pensive clothes and tanned bodies as they splash along tropical
beaches. Meet Mr and Mrs Right — the advertising industry’s perfect
couple... young, carefree and in love. They really don’t exist, but
they’re selling dreams, right? Unfortunately, for many of us, these
ads only remind us that we’re alone. Alright, so now I’ll introduce
myself. I’m the guy who smiles a lot. I even sing really enthusiasti-
cally at church. But I harbour a secret like burning acid. I’m lonely.
I have a stinging, sorrowful loneliness that sometimes leaves me feel-
ing deserted even in a church that’s full. I yearn for love, to be hap-
pily married, for my home to be filled with the laughter of friends.
I’m not the only sufferer. A 2008 report from the University of Tas-
mania found that one in three Australians aged 25 to 44 agreed loneli-
ness was at times a serious personal problem. The Bible knows about
loneliness. King David once prayed to God, “Turn to me and be gra-
cious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. The troubles of my heart
have multiplied; free me from my anguish.” (Psalm 25:16-17). So
what do I do when the pain burns inside? I fall to my knees and pray
for God’s mercy. I want the doorbell to chime and hear a courier say,
“Special delivery from Heaven”, with a gift waiting to take away my
emptiness. [ admit, sometimes [ wonder if God’s listening. But then
I remember Jesus knew loneliness intimately. His friends deserted
and betrayed him before he was arrested, crucified and left abandoned
on a cross. Loneliness is separation. In our fallen world, we’re all
separated from God, so we all experience some loneliness. Ironically,
Jesus’ isolation at the cross was to remove ours. His lonely death
paid for our sin and opened up the possibility of relationship with
God. When a person comes to know Jesus, God lives in them by his
Holy Spirit. Jesus called the Holy Spirit the ‘helper’ or ‘comforter’.
I feel sad for those who ignore God, because the only way to really
overcome permanent emotional and spiritual loneliness is to have a
deep relationship with God that lasts forever.

Prayer:

Dear God, love me when my courage falters and I feel lonely. Let
me fully trust you to remove this loneliness of mine. AMEN.

Church Offerings

Oct. Nov. Dec.
Collections 3,076 3,612 2,738
Direct/Debit 10,315 6,890 9,632
Total 13,391 10,502 12,370
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Thought provoking Articles
Youth Mag
Book, CD & Movie Reviews
Pages of News

Chil drenos
Resources for Church Minis-
tries
Monthly Bible Reading
Guide
Puzzles
All of this in a full colour
magazine

For just $2.45 per month*
(Bulk order price)

Trowel & Sword
2009
Subscribe now!

See your local represen-
tative, Ali Rietdijk,

soonest
* $27 for the year
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Fan the Flame 2009
Sat 7t - Mon 9w March

a conference to raise up
Gospel Leaders

Are you...
A involved in an appre
internship and want to go further?
A interested in trainin
pastoral care or some other ministry?
A interested in some Bi
for personal growth?
A wondering what it mean
the ministryo?
A considering |ife as a

missionary, church leader or evangelist?
ét hen this i1 s foc

Reformed Theological College
Tel: +61 (03) 5244 2955
Email: admin@rtc.vic.edu.au

An invitation to all the ladies

Ever since the 1950’s the ladies of CRC of NSW have held a yearly get together. Each church within the
Classis of NSW takes a turn to host the event. Back then we used to have it on a Saturday but it was
changed to a Tuesday which prevented a lot of ladies from coming. Last year in Blacktown it was sug-
gested to bring it back to Saturday and this year Blaxland decided to do just that and it will be held on the
2" of May. We start at 9.30 with morning tea and then we have some singing before we listen to our
speaker. Lunch is usually at 12.30 which is always provided by the host church. After lunch we could have
another speaker or whatever they decide to do for the afternoon program. IT IS ALL FREE NO COST IN-
VOLVED, so I would like to encourage you to put this date in your diary. Further information will be
made known to you as they come to hand. We always have a great day, take it from one who has gone for
years. In His service- Ali Rietdijk.
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Notification of Installation of a Minister

It is with great pleasure that we advise of the installation of Rev Bob Murray as our
Minister in the Christian Reformed Church of St Marys NSW.

When: 2pm Saturday 7  February 2009

Where:  Christian Reformed Church of St Marys

74 Marsden Road, St Marys 2760
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On behalf of the Session and Congregation of St Marys.
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My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster
Contact details ||puty Today—1/02/09 Next Week 8/02/09

Minister Rev. Leo Douma ;
Phone: (Office) 0878 5357 Duty Elder Corrie Nel Peter Rossouw
Email: leo.douma@bigpond.com

Greeter Schalk van Heerden Thea van Heerden
Deaconate Shin Nakazawa
Phone: 9801 9678 .
E-mail: shinnakazawa@optusnet.com.au . . Thea van Heerden Sanmari van Heerden

Bible Reading ]

Gerry Vanderlaan Arie Baalbergen
Session Clerk Retha Wessels
Phone: 9484 7271 Adam Reitsma Retha Phillips
Email: mwes57602@bidpond.net.au Prayer
Corrie Nel Peter Rossouw

Treasurer Wally Phillips
Phone: 9418 1058 Danielle Phillips Henco Joubert
E-mail wally.phillips@sabre.com i A K )

Collection Duty Zyna Krige Rinaldo Gagiano
Administrator Corrie Nel
bhone: 9449 6531 Creche Theresa Grobler Dal?en Jordaan
Fax: 9449 5234 Ruan Jordaan Jorisca van Heerden
Mobile 0409 668 454
Email cnel@bigpond.netau | | §oynd Joubert van der Merwe |Jacques Nel
Church contact details .. Van Tonder M&P
PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670 Coffee/Tea Van Rhijn Van Zyl J&N
www.sydneyreformed.org.au
Church bank details for direct debit FlOWGl‘S NiCOIette Graham Irene Carpenter
BSB: 032-290
Account number: 770535 || Church Cleaning Grobelaar C&M Graham C&N
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