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 5 pm Leo Douma 

Offering Today Reformed Theological College 

 Next week Church 

Worship Services 

B u l l e t i n  

Today is the fourth Sunday in 

Lent. You will remember that Lent 

is the period in the Christian cal-

endar where we take a hard, sober 

look at our own role in bringing 

about Jesusô death. We discover 

our own sin, and realize again how 

weak and two faced we are in   

facing it. We turn to God who is 

the only one with the power to  

forgive us and change us. In two 

weeks time (5th April) we have 

Palm Sunday and relive Jesus   

entry into Jerusalem, where he 

drew the adulation of the enor-

mous crowd but the ire of the 

Pharisees. Then in the week to fol-

low we relive Jesus last teaching, 

being betrayed, seized and exe-

cuted on Good Friday (10th April). 

It is meant to be a sobering time, 

to reflect on the sin that still clings 

to us and where we need to make 

changes in our lives. But itôs also a 

time of anticipation as we think of 

Easter and the great triumph of 

Jesus over sin and death, an act 

that has stunning implications for 

the entire creation. As we continue 

in the preaching to reflect on the 

Fruit of the Spirit, we are re-

minded of the areas of our lives 

that are still sin affected and need 

change, growth, maturing but we 

can also be enthusiastic because 

we know the Risen Lord has given 

us his Spirit to enable us to pro-

duce this Fruit of the Spirit as long 

as we ókeep in step with the 

Spiritô. Today we will take a look 

at two more of the fruit; patience 

and peace. The word we translate  

 

in English as patience means 

óslow to angerô. It is, mercifully 

for us, a characteristic of God who 

revealed himself to Moses as 

óslow to anger and abounding in 

loveô. God is astonishingly pa-

tient. Why? to give everyone a 

chance to repent and come and 

believe. The other fruit, peace, 

shalom, has the sense of 

ótranquility of orderô as some one 

put it. We can be calm and at 

peace, tranquil because we know 

all is in order, even in the midst of 

war and trouble, because God has 

it all in hand. 

GROWING TOGETHER 

The GT team is meeting again this 

coming Thursday, 7:30pm in the 

church hall. Any one who is inter-
ested in being part of the organizing 

group for this exciting program for 

our church is most welcome. 

 

The GROWING TOGETHER pro-

gram is our own version of the 40 

DAYS OF COMMUNITY which we 

ran last year with great success. Our 
elders decided that running a similar 

program was important because we  

have so many new families and we 
continue to need to develop our 

church as a new congregation. The 

elders decided to ask our minister 

Leo to write the devotional materials 
(book) and the bible studies together 

with a DVD (minus the Hawaiian 

shirt!) for the small groups. That is in 
process at the moment. The GT team 

is organizing a competition for the 

front cover of the devotions/study 
materials that symbolizes our church 

ógrowing togetherô. Those interested 

please contact Leo. The other big 

tasks at the moment including writing 
the study mater ials for  the            

Kidschurch (Marina Nel) and the 

catechism/youth version (Corrie Nel) 
as well as organizing opportunities 

for all members to be in small 

groups/cell groups for the 6 week 
period. Communications about all 

this will start coming so please be 

prepared to receive it and respond. 

Please be in prayer about the GT pro-
gram. God worked wonderfully 

amongst us last year, and we pray 

God would be so gracious again this 
year. The dates again: 24th May- 5th 

July. On the next page for your infor-

mation are the objectives for the pro-

gram that were adopted by the GT 

team. 

 

Onwards to Jerusalem... for me! 



OBJECTIVES 

Main- to develop a sense of common unity in our new spread out congregation, a sense of common purpose to live 
deeply for Jesus by our caring for each other and growing together in love and unity, recognizing that we do so 

many things better together and allowing that care/community to express itself in outreach. 

Subordinate- 

1.   To have each person/family have access to ñGrowing Togetherò devotional material for personal/family devo-

tions, to journal, and pray daily and G.R.O.W. 

2.   To have each person/family come to church each week for the 6 weeks of the Growing Together program.  

3.    To have each person/family in the elderôs districts meet together each Sunday together with their elder to: 

a. Get to know each other in that elderôs district 

b. Get to know the elder leading that district 

c. Meet together at the morning service for the 6 weeks of the program 

d. Discuss the sermon & questions related to each morning worship 

4.  To invigorate existing small groups by encouraging them to participate in the Growing Together program, utiliz-

ing the bible study materials provided and the accompanying DVD 

5.   To encourage new (regional) small groups within the elders districts to meet for the 6 weeks 

6.   To have the youth in our church meet weekly during the 6 weeks to get to know each other, and to provide fol-

low up programs for ongoing youth meetings (junior & senior) and camp(s) 

7.   To have the children involved in the 6 weeks program via the Kidschurch. 

8.    To have each member consider their spiritual gifts that can be used for the welfare of the church in some form                  

 of ministry within and to the congregation and/or in the local community 

9. To provide activities/events to reach out/for the well being of the community & sharing the gospel. 

CHERRYBROOK MEETING. 

Last Sunday evening there was a gathering of church members from the Hills District to consider whether its time to 
establish a satellite church/preaching post of CRCS in the area. Below is a report tabled with Session for the infor-

mation of the congregation for your reflection and prayer. 

REPORT ON MEETING : 15th March 2009 at Cherrybrook Community Centre.  

Attendance: Corneille & Annalise Marais; JC & Jean Smit; Frans & Retha Wessels; Alex & Maureen Hovy; Johan 
& Petru Grove; Russell & Jocil Albertyn; Schalk, Thea & Wessels van Heerden; Coenrad & Elmarie Bekker; Neil & 

Christelle Niemand; Herman & Salmie Malan; Francois & Mari Le Grange; Hester De Beer. 

Opening: after a shared light meal, commencing at 6pm, the meeting was opened with Bible reading and prayer.  

Business: The meeting broke into small groups to discuss the question: ñShould we set up a satellite/preaching post 

of the CRCS in the Hills District?ò With a set of subsidiary questions provided the matter was discussed for an 

hour. The small groupsô discussion was followed by a plenary session in which the results of the small group discus-

sion were tabled. The following resolutions were passed by the meeting: 

1. To answer the main question in the affirmative and to proceed with the establishment of a preaching post of the 

CRCS in the Hills District. 

2. To set up an action committee to facilitate the establishment of the preaching post. The committee consists of 

the following who volunteered: Frans Wessels; Johan Grove, Neil Niemand, Russell & Jocil Albertyn, Francois Le 

Grange. 

3. To have a position paper written by the action committee which is distributed to CRCS members via email.  

4. To have a congregational meeting on 5th April after the CRCS morning service to further assess support from the 

members, especially those with small children who were unable to attend the 15th March meeting. 

5.   To have the action committee determine the feasibility and the steps/resources needed to commence with a    

preaching post in Cherrybrook in late July 2009, after the óGrowing Togetherô program. 

The meeting was close with prayer at 8pm. 

 



ATTENTION ALL WOMEN!!! 

 

The EQUIP WOMEN Conference will be on at SYDNEY CONVENTION  CENTRE  

Darling Harbour on  SATURDAY 23rd MAY from 9.00 am to  3.30 pm. This is a great 

way to get together for great speakers and a time of fellowship. 

The topic is the Book of Esther and is entitled : 

THE QUEEN AND I (For such a time as this). 

See Zandra Forrest if you would like to book a ticket.  

$45 early bird (book before 13th April),  

$45 for first timers and  

$55 (booking after 13th April). 

 

Wedderburn Christian Campsite News 

Market Day Stalls/Activities   

Market Day is on again Saturday 25th April.  It's now time to 

start registering your stalls/activities. We would love to see    

everyone back again this year and would love to see some new 

stalls/ideas also. We will also need some volunteers to help on the day to help with set up/

pack up.  To register your stall or idea please contact Bill Tenkate: 9502 3756 or                                       

wilnan@bigpond.com.au  

 

  

 

 

 

 

We will be having ñnot just a whale of a storyò this year with Jonah it will surely be challenging and heaps 

of FUN for the kids. We have a great programme and strong leadership team ready to go. Children        

between grade 3 and grade 7 are welcome, with or without special needs. 

We would like all prospective leaders, helpers and junior leaders (year 9 and above only) to fill out the 

same form as the kids when it arrives in your church. In the mean time please check out our web site at 

www.youthrocks.net to see what we did on camp in previous years. 

The dates will be from the 20th to the 24th of April and held at our own fantastic Wedderburn Christian 

camp site. 

Keep your eyes peeled for those forms and get them in ASAP to reserve your bed!!!  See you soon!     

Contact Nathan Asher on 0407300774 nathan_asha@hotmail.com  26 Todd Row street St Clair 2759 

mailto:wilnan@bigpond.com.au
http://www.youthrocks.net/
http://sn101w.snt101.mail.live.com/mail/ContactViewLight.aspx?ContactID=4f2ba06b-62aa-4844-88d4-dc3753da4cdd&n=995985329


Duty Today 22/03/09 Next Week  29/03/09 

Duty Elder Corrie Nel Wally Phillips 

Greeter DF & Retha Phillips DF & Ali Rietdyk 

Bible Reading  
Don Forrest 

Ditta Baalbergen 

Chris Graham 

Don Forrest 

Prayer 
Irene Carpenter 

Corrie Nel 

Zandra Forrest 

Peter Rossouw 

Collection Duty 
Rii Malan 
Lodewic Heymans 

Anneke de Wet 
Andrea Botes 

Crèche 
Annelize Smith 
Leandra Moolman 

Liz Douma 
Joubert van der Merwe 

Sound Stephen Forrest Corneille Marais 

Coffee/Tea 
Bosman, L & M 
Botes, F & G 

Brady, P & J 
Britz, P & H 

Flowers Thea van Heerden Andrea Rossouw 

Church Cleaning Kruger, Carl & Salomê Kruger, Roelf & Annelie 

Minister  Rev. Leo Douma 

Phone:                      (Office)  9878 5357  

Email:      leo.douma@bigpond.com 

 

Associate Minister (Pastoral Care)   Corrie Nel                             

Phone:                                       94496531  

Mobile:         0409668454 

Email:           cpjnel@gmail.com 

 

Deaconate  Ali Rietdijk 

Phone:  94511238 

E-mail:   ali@tpg.com.au 

 

Session Clerk  Retha Wessels  

Phone:  9484 7271  

Email:      mwes57602@bidpond.net.au  

 

Treasurer  Wally Phillips 

Phone:   9418 1058 

E-mail         wally.phillips@sabre.com 

 

Church contact details 

PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670  

www.sydneyreformed.org.au 

 

Church bank details for direct debit 

BSB:   032 ς290 

Account number:   770535 

 

 

Con tac t  de t a i l s  My MinistryðSunday Service Roster 

Janie sat next to Sam and asked, 

ñYou go to church, donôt you?ò 

Sam stammered, ñWell, yeh, mum 

and dad make meé sometimes.ò 

ñSo they make you go but you 

donôt really want to?ò   

ñI guess so.  Itôs just a thing I 

do.ò 

I wonder how youôd feel if some-

one asked you questions like that.  

Would it embarrass you?   

Would you be like Sam?   

Would you be happy?   

Was Janie being mean or did she 

want to learn about Jesus? 

What might Jesus have done?   

Talk about with your family 

Here are some responses to ques-

tions about God or church.   What 

do you think of these?  Which are 

good?  Which ones not?  Think of 

some other ideas. 

 

# Yep, I go to church every week. 

# Yep, I go and I really like it.  Itôs 

cool.  Want to come and check it 

out? 

# No, I donôt go.  Who told you 

that? 

# Going to church is great.  You 

meet people and find out about 

stuff thatôs really important and is 

true!  

# Church is okay.  But I wish I 

could do church and sport at the 

same time! 

# Iôm a Christian and go to 

church and I usually like it.  But 

not always!  

 

 

Riddles 

Why do some people love fishing? 

They get hooked 

When canôt you go into a library? 

When itôs been booked 

What kind of watch is useful in 

the desert? 

One with a spring in it 

 

I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
é (Romans 1:16a).  The word 

Gospel means ógood newsô   

Who wrote those words? 

One day riding on his horse, a 

light blinded him.  Read about it 

in Acts 9.  Check out other head-

ings in the whole book of Acts. 

Here are words from 2 Corin-

thians 11:24-27 about other 

things that happened to him.  

Try to work them out: 

ftyor heslas, shwrecipedk,  dit-

bans, verirs, angder, gerhun, irstht, 

neakd, eatben, dsro, sleesepls. 

K&F  

Kids & Friends  

March 22, 2009 

Produced by Helen Vanderbom 

mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com
mailto:mwes57602@bidpond.net.au
mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com


For Parents, grand parents and adults 

      

Watching our Children Grow Up 

What a joy that is!  Not that we want them to grow up too quickly!  Itôs our 

children who canôt wait!  And doesnôt the media know it!  Observe the trend 

for little girls to wear high heels and make up years before theyôre 13!   

 

Some further observations: 

How much sexual material are your children absorbing from the media compared with     

deliberate and incidental input they are receiving from you and other Godly influences?  Be 

honest and do the calculations.  Make a Godly decision about your own spiritual health and 

growth as parents. 

As you watch TV critique the way sex is portrayed in advertising and other programs.  You 

may óspoil your childôs appetite for expensive toys and sexploitation!ô  Food is a further   

issue! 

Do not have computers or TVs in childrenôs bedrooms.  The family room provides better 

supervision and opportunity for family discussion and parental control. 

Be alert to chat-rooms.  These can occur also at friendsô homes, so ensure that friendsô    

parents and homes have similar standards to your own.  Check out where their computers 

are. 

Be educated in the area of drug abuse, sexual predators, cyber bullying etc.  Do not be 

alarmist, but recognise that these things do occur, so go to education programs provided by 

church, school or community.    

Teach your children to be assertive in boy/girl relationships to build their self confidence so 

that friends and others cannot exploit them, and so that they respect others.  Discuss with 

them the matter of sex within marriage and what the world has done with this.   

Girls and boys need to be aware of realities such as the strength of the sex drive and how 

this affects the other.  Itôs important to discuss such comments as ñMost boys this age just 

want to have sex with you, not a relationshipò or ñMuch of the media treats girls and 

women as sex objectsò. 

Be aware of sudden or slower but distinct changes of behaviour that could indicate that 

some kind of abuse could be occurring.   Give opportunity for your child to open up about 

anything.  Listen attentively without judging.  Do not show disbelief. 

We need to be vigilant to strengthen our children as they grow up.  But it is not impossible.  

Godôs Word is our guide.  The task as always requires parents to rely on God for strength.    

And to persevere.  

helenv@adam.com  



 

Youthful and Young of Heart  
(that is High School and up)  

Youth Service @ Wollongong  

   -  29 th  March 2009  

 

The plan is to travel from Sydney together after the morning worship service, to join in the activities  around 

the beach and parks  close to the church in Wollongong, before the church service there. A scavenger hunt  

and a BBQ feature on the program before the Youth service at church that afternoon.  

This is a great opportunity to get to know  the youth from other churches in NSW and to have a fun together  

as a group! 

Please RSVP to any of the names below as we need to arrange transport for the day.  

Johan Grobler : 0407232416  

Thys Basson: 0416513507  

Elizabeth van Niekerk : 0420 585 369   or  

Sanmari van Heerden : 0438 123 399  

Hope to see you all there!  
 

 

 

 

  

A photo of our Youth and their parents at Hornsby Bowling Club on 6 March 

2009. We had plenty of strikes, spares, gutter balls, fun and laughter!  

http://b5fa7w.blu.livefilestore.com/y1pgJnUjxzrIe_YSbq2OOggAT99fCOQjPOkirrOmtrvCC-qxngaBkG0WR-Zz715zk0Vi_076io-C60/9 March 2009 001 (74).jpg?download


Solomon News 

Greetings from Solomon Islands 

As usual, we have many things for which 

we thank God, and today we shall add a 

few prayer points as well 

1. Machi, together with the De Leyer 

family had a wonderful week in Malaita, 

running a workshop on KYB (Know 

Your Bible) and doing some studies on 

the Christian family, while Henry fixed 

up some generators and sewing ma-

chines. One young woman had run away 

from her husband 4 times, and was con-

victed by the teaching from Godôs word. 

She repented, gave her life to Christ, and 
returned to her husband again. Isnôt God 

good! Another woman is so excited by 

KYB that she is now coming on board as 

an instructor for her whole region in 

Malaita. 

2. The CBI ministry in the Prison con-

tinues to grow with new inmates coming 

on board. Recently, we met with a 
woman prison-officer based in Gizo, 

Western Province, and she has agreed to 

be our agent there. She has taken lessons 

and instructions, and will run the pro-

gram there for the 15 or so inmates in 

that small prison. We praise God for  

Michael, who is now taking over that 

weekly ministry after Jeremy resigned 

recently. 

3. Kevin has commenced a 3-day 

preaching course in Honiara, running 

over 3 Saturdays. Last Saturday, 16 peo-

ple attended, and there was a real enthu-

siasm as we looked at how to exegete the 

text of the Bible. This coming Saturday, 

we will look at preaching with a gospel 

centred approach. 

4. An excessive amount of rain in 

Honiara continues to slow and affect the 

progress at the Disability Centre. How-

ever, we have just had another meeting of 

the Steering Committee, and have now 

resolved to become the Advisory Board. 

We will co-opt a few more members 

from the government and other sectors to 

strengthen this Board. 

5. Wanted: People to come on short 

term mission trips (2-3 weeks). We have 

had a request for a sewing workshop, and 

we need help on the building project at 

Bethesda Disability Centre. For all you 

tradies, how about it? Get a team to-

gether, and we can organise a fishing trip 

or a diving/snorkelling trip for you while 

you are here. We are looking forward to a 

number of people coming over the next 

few months to assist us in different ways. 

6. Our weekly praise and worship eve-

nings on Wednesdays at SWIM continue 

to be well attended by people living on 

and around the Base. We have a number 

of additional local youth who now attend 

our church Youth Group each Friday and 
who attend worship with us on Sundays. 

On Saturday week, we plan to start a 

monthly ókids outreachô on Saturdays, in 

the style of a Holiday Club Program. We 

are looking forward to a team from Bris-

bane to run it for a full week in the 

school holidays. 

7. Hilda has been assisting us greatly 

with updating all sorts of documentation, 

including our website. Check it out. 

www.swimsolomon.crca.org.au 

Prayer Points: 

That God will continue to bless our out-

reach and teaching programs that we 

might get some fine weather to make 

good progress at Bethesda For God to 

bless those who are coming to work with 

us on the field. For continued financial 

support for all our projects. For peopleôs 

lives to be touched and changed through 

the gospel and for God to be honoured 

through the entire ministry. 

On behalf of all at SWIM ï  

Kevin Rietveld 

 

PAAS EREDIENS in Afrikaans!!

SONDAG 5 APRIL 2009 @ 6:30pm

Christian Reformed Church of Sydney , NORTH 

RYDE

76 Coxôs Road (cnr Cressy Road ) 

PAAS EIERS Klopjag vir die hele GESIN!

EASTER WORSHIP Service in Afrikaans!!

SUNDAY APRIL 5 2009 @6:30pm

Christian Reformed Church of Sydney , NORTH RYDE 

76 Coxôs Road (cnr Cressy Road)

EASTER EGG HUNT for the whole FAMILY!


