CQRKI‘?é B u l l e t i n 24 May 2009

A warm welcome is extended to everyone today, especially those who are visiting. Please sign the Visitors
Book, so we can follow up with you.

TODAY is the first Sunday in our Growing Together program. Today we kickoff the program of
preaching, private and family devotions, small group studies, elders districts discussions, Kids Church and
Catechism, youth, and community involvement all lined up and focused on our congregation growing
together, both in the sense of each of us growing spiritually and also in the sense of our growing in unity.
Much work has gone into the planning by a wonderfully dedicated and talented team. It is our prayer that
the focused study of God’s word on the central themes inspires us to do very practical things that helps us
as a congregation grow in knowing each other, loving each other, loving and obeying and serving God
more deeply, and considering how to share in our love for God with the communities around us. All the
details on how the Growing Together program works, especially the elders district discussions after the
service this morning, have all been send out in mail outs and emails, so no details are needed here. We can
now get into it! The preaching this morning focuses on the question listed for Week 1 (see your fridge
magnet) “Showing God’s Love Together”. When we look at the father in Jesus’ parable about the prodigal
son, we are stunned by the compassion and deep and open expressions of love that are shown by the father.
The depth of that love is seen, of course, in the cross of Christ, where we see that God’s love is so deep he
gave us all he had in his son to redeem us. It is that love that we are to display in our lives together, love
expressed towards each other and towards the community. For people to really appreciate what God is like
it is so important that we ‘show God’s love together’ by how we live together. That theme will be devel-
oped over the coming six weeks of the GT program, things like growing together, serving together etc.
May God richly bless the coming days!

Talking of: COMMUNITY SERVICE- there is a couple of ways we can serve the community during the
GT program. One is the Salvation Army program of caring for the homeless in Sydney. The other option is
the Easy Gardening program where we can assist some one in Ryde by doing their garden. This is set for
Saturday 13™ June. If you wish to be involved in either please let Liz Douma know a.s.a.p.

And in regards to SMALL GROUPS: if you have any questions about the GT small groups please contact
Esti Nel.
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Looking back... and forwards and upwards

THIS PAST WEEK we were able to commemorate Ascension Day. It re-
minds us of the wonderful fact that the resurrected Lord Jesus has as-
cended into heaven, taking our humanity into the very presence of God.
The significance of the ascension is that Jesus, who is our brother and our
saviour, human just like us, and God, now rules all of creation for the sake
of his people, the church. Jesus is also present with the Father as our “great X
high priest” constantly praying for us, understanding so well our needs for
he has also experienced them. Next Sunday is Pentecost, the day we com-
memorate the out pouring of the Holy Spirit as Jesus gift to his people. It is
by the power of the Spirit that we can indeed be witnesses for Jesus to the
ends of the earth.

THIS EVENING we will look at the Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 33 and look at what
1t means to be converted and live the new life in Christ: hence the title

“Bull frogs, butterflies and Chri s|ti

Prayer Point

*  Rob vander Noord, our Synodical Administrator, who was so focal to
the work of Synod recently, and who has been struggling with ill health has
this week been told he has secondary cancer in his spleen and liver. Let us
keep Rob & his family very much in our prayers.

*  This update concerns the kidney donation/transplant operation
that Richard Schoenmaker & Andrew Rodrick from Mt Evelyn CRC underwent yes-
terday. Both operations went smoothly and so far all is going very well. Praise God!
I’m sure your continued prayers would be much appreciated. With thanks, Sue
Gaudion (for Mt Evelyn CRC)

Gol ng f ast

Have you bought a copy of the
We shall work from it during the next six weeks.
Buy one before or after the service for $10 only.

(Available at the table near the coffee and tea...)
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PRAYER POINTS for this
Week

* Pray for Leo as he preaches
the first Sermon in our
Program that we may be
launched into enthusiasm for
"growing together".

*Pray for small groups
drawing together and commit-
ting to meeting each week.

*Pray that God will enable us
to commit to our daily
devotions time and that he will
protect us against distractions
and problems that may prevent
us, during this time.

The prayer of a righteous
man is powerful and
effective.

James 5:16b

Whenever God determines to
do a great work, he first sets
his people to pray.

C H Spurgeon

WD & RNEWS

The CRCA (through WD&R) is helping the
persecuted believers in Orissa. It seems that God has
answered prayer through the election outcome. For
this we give thanks to God. Here is a press release
from the "Evangelical Fellowship of India".

Bert Kuipers - WD&R publicity.

United India
May 18, 2009:

Votes

for Stability

New Delhi: The Indian voter has spoken clearly,
decisively and positively. Confounding the politicians,
polisters and pundits, the Indian National Congress
party and the rump United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
have received a resounding vote of confidence taking
them into majority territory on their own. Even the
optimistic Congress party was pleasantly surprised
and the overconfident Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP)
still does not know what hit them. As the BJP
introspects they should consider the voters verdict
against the politics of polarization.
Many political pundits also spoke of an X factor in the
verdict of Election 2009. The Evangelical Fellowship
of India (EFI) believes that this X Factor is God. EFI
believe that this verdict is also an answer to much
prayer especially after Kandhamal, Orissa. God does
hear prayer and delivers.

GO NORTH FOR WINTER ON MISSION

We are looking for a good builder who wants to wear
shorts and singlets in the winter, and get a sun tan
while putting his skills into good use on the mission
field in Solomon Islands.

Any time from June onwards, stay for up to 3 months,
and help us in the development of the Bethesda
Disability Training Ctre.

Check out the cheap airfares, bring a few mates, and
wives. No earthly wages, but rewards will be laid up
in heaven. We really need your help urgently. Contact

Kevin Rietveld on swim@solomon.com.sb or
Ph +677 38587.
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PASSING THE BATON
Classis Challenge 2009

‘Our denomination is in real need
of ministers for the next genera-

tiond
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ministry, how do I know God
mi ght be callingd

Each generation needs those who will
rise to the challenge to be teachers,
preachers of the Word, leaders of the
church. We also need, small group
leaders, youth workers, children’s
ministry leaders etc.

*

How do church leaders go
about finding, recruiting&
training the next generation
of leaders?

How do young people (& the
not so young) determine if
God is asking them to a minis-
try in the church?

These are the two key questions we
want to tackle at this year’s Classis
Challenge.

We are targeting two groups:

1. Church leaders, especially eld-
fT, to tl?.}n(g glraugh BO.PV to nfl 4
train the next generation of leaders
workers. The apostle Paul wrote to

Ris apprénfice nfntstbr TioMR ko
BBIRW KishexaMpR:I“Fnd things you
avs heardymeg say in thegrssenke of
any ewgtnesses, entrust to reliable
men, who will also be qualified to
teach others. 2 Tinllot%y 2h Y

2. fhkose interested in exploring
some form of ministry. Have you
ever wondered if God is calling you
to some form of ministry? Do you
find yourself drawn to the Bible, to
explore it, to teach it, to tell others
about Jesus? Do you think about be-
ing a youth worker, working in mis-
sion, teaching children, being a
church pastor, getting into evangel-
ism, doing pastoral care in the local
church?

Come and spend a day together to
explore these vital questions for all
our congregations.

Learn from one of our RTC
lecturers

See what the bible says about
what to look for in ministry
workers

How do we find, test and train
for local church ministry

How can I be supported by my
local church to be mentored for
ministry
but | 0
When : Saturday 20 June 2009
i Timg: 8:30 registration for 9am-3pm

Where : Christian Reformed Church
of Sydney

cnr Coxs & Cressy Road NORTH
RYDE.

Guest Speaker : Dr Steve Voorwinde
lecturer in New Testament from Re-
formed Theological College

Cost : $5 (BYO lunch)

All expressions of in-
terest, questions and
registrations to attend
to be directed to:

Leo Douma on 9878
5356 or at

leo.douma@bigpond.com

Contact details
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Minister Rev. Leo Douma| | Duty Today 24/05/09 Next Week 31/05/09
Phone: (Office) 9878 5357
Email: leo.douma@bigpond.com | | Duty Elder Wally Phillips J C Smit
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Phone: 45112 .
E On.e_ . 94511238 Marinda Carelsen Don Forrest

mail: ali@tpg.com.au Prayer
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www.sydneyreformed.org.au Coffee/Tea Grobler J & T Lubbe. D &L
Church bank details for direct debit
BSB: 0326290 Flowers Jocil Albertyn Zunett Gagiano
Account number: 770535

Church Cleaning | Phillips, W & R Pienaar, T & Rietdyk, A



mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com
mailto:mwes57602@bidpond.net.au
mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com

Synod 2009 - Short Minutes

Delegates for Synod gathered together for worship at the Christian Reformed Church of Mount Evelyn, Victoria, on
Sunday 10 May 2009 at 6 pm. Members of the outgoing Synodical Interim Committee of Synod 2006 led in
worship. On the following Monday, we gathered for the business of Synod at the Christian Reformed Church of
Wonga Park.

The first report to be discussed was Ministry Formation, carrying on the impetus of the previous Synod and the
Fourfold Task. The Committee was commended for its work, particularly the impact of the appointment of Br Jack
De Vries and his work as Ministry Training Coordinator. New Church Visitation Questions were adopted for
provisional use, to help focus Church Visitations on the spiritual health and mission focus of congregations. The
challenge was also made for churches to evaluate their particular leadership development needs.

Evening Sessions are normally organised to provide items of interest to a wider audience from the churches, and
Monday night was devoted to the work of the Reformed Childrens and Youth Committee. Helen Vanderbom, who
recently retired as our National Children’s Coordinator, was thanked for her contribution to our churches, as was
Jonathan Vandenberg for his role as our National Youth Coordinator. The appointment of Carolyn Armstrong as
Interim National Children’s Coordinator was approved. She has been busy implementing the ChildSafe program
across our denomination, and churches were encouraged to utilise this valuable resource.

Synod turned its attention to the work of the Reformed Theological College, starting with an address by Br Murray
Capill, Principal of the College. He explained the work the College has been doing to align itself with the fourfold
task of the denomination, specifically a program called Task3, which aims to provide an alternative path to ordained
ministry within the CRCA, which begins with two years of church based ministry and theological training, followed
by two years at the RTC. Following this, the Deputies of the RTC presented their Report, thanking the Lord for the
many people involved in the life of the College. Churches are strongly urged to encourage as many people as
possible to support the College by becoming members, and to use the resources available at the RTC. This could
include study for future ministry or to be better equipped for Kingdom work in the local church. The Deputies of the
RTC were given a mandate to assess the suitability of Task3, and if this program is considered suitable, to inform
the Classes asking for their approval. Of course, this evaluation will continue as the Task3 program is implemented.

The Committee for Abuse presented their report, emphasizing the responsibility that each church has to guard
against and deal with any suggestion or accusation of any form of abuse, both from a spiritual as well as legal per-
spective.

The Church Planting Taskforce (CPT) report was received and it was greatly encouraging to hear of church planting
efforts across the nation. Of course, such work is never finished, which is why every church is challenged to
consider how it may play a part in the church planting process. The strong level of migration particularly from South
Africa has also impacted many of our churches, and Synod agreed to appoint two additional members to the CPT,
with the charge to develop a strategy to reach and integrate South African migrants into our churches.

A highlight of any Synod is the greetings of delegates from churches with whom we have some form of relationship.
On Tuesday we heard first from our closest sister-church. Rev Michael Flinn extended greetings from the Reformed
Churches of New Zealand and informed us about their work for the Lord and the ways in which we have been able
to work together. He touched upon the matters which still cause strain in our relationship, but expressed that the
RCNZ is also committed to working to overcome such difficulties.

A little later in the day, Rev Bigman Siriat brought greetings from the Gereja Reformasi Indonesia, together with a
visual presentation that highlighted their local ministries. >>>>>> Continue on page 6




SynOd ShOl‘t Minutes (Continue from page 5)

The Vicariate Committee had come to Synod with two differing appendices to their report, both concerned
to uphold the importance of in depth training and equipping of those in ministry, especially with regards to
preaching. Synod agreed that the shape and ethos of the CRCA must be based on a sound Biblical-
theological understanding of the church, as reflected in our confessions, and that the regular teaching of the
Confessional base of our churches be reinstated in all pulpits. Churches were also encouraged to be more
careful and precise in the creation of ministries and the definition of roles/mandates of those ministries so
as to maintain the offices of minister, elder and deacon as clear and distinct.

Over many years now there has been a steady influx of immigrants from South Africa into our churches,
and as a result the relationship we have with the three main reformed churches in South Africa is dear to
our hearts. These churches also continue to seek to define clearly what it means to be a church of Jesus
Christ in this day and age and we can support them through prayer, particularly the GKSA as it studies the
question of women in office. With joy Synod was able to enter into a full ecumenical relationship with the
Netherdutch Reformed Church of Africa, particularly pertinent as we welcome many of their members into
our midst. Greetings were received from that church’s delegate, Rev A Kuyper.

The CRCA have been members of the Reformed Ecumenical Council for many years, but with changes in
that organisation Synod decided to finalise our responsibilities and obligations to the REC until its
dissolution in 2010, and study the constitution of the new World Council of Reformed Churches, while at
the same time considering and evaluating alternative avenues of ecumenical contact. With this in mind an
observer will be sent to the meeting of the International Council of Reformed Churches, to be held in New
Zealand later this year.

The discussion of who may be invited to preach in our pulpits was then reconsidered, and Synod decided
that invitations may be made to preachers from churches not in ecumenical fellowship so long as the
session had satisfied itself that a biblically sound message will be brought that will not compromise the
Reformed faith, and that the classis be involved and informed of all such invitations.

An overture from the Macarthur Christian Reformed Church regarding “Pictures of Christ” was also not
upheld. However, Synod made the following statement: Synod decided to uphold our commitment to Hei-
delberg Catechism Lord’s Day 35 with regard to images and the worship of God. [’

The editor of Trowel and Sword, Br Geoff Van Schie, presented his report. Synod decided to continue to
uphold Trowel and Sword as our denominational magazine, but that the committee be encouraged to move
toward an electronic format for the magazine which could be accessed and/or printed at the local church
level. The current level of subsidy for the magazine will be discontinued as from the end of the 2009/2010
financial year. The team was thanked for its many years of faithful service.

We were encouraged by greetings from Rev Stefaans De Bruyn who spoke on behalf of the Gereformeerde
Kerke in Suid Afrika, and Rev Ed Blackwood who extended greetings on behalf of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church.

The work of G.O.S.P.E.L. was warmly and urgently recommended to all the congregations, as it has been
very effective in bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to many people in India, resulting in around 50
churches comprising of some 5000 people so far throughout that country.




