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B u l l e t i n  

 PENTECOST 

A warm welcome is extended 

to all of you as we gather for 

worship on this PENTE-

COST SUNDAY. Today we 

celebrate that great event 

when the Holy Spirit was 

poured out on the God‘s peo-

ple. It was the next to last 

event of Christ‘s great re-

deeming work in bringing in 

the Kingdom of God. The last 

event in this work of Christ‘s 

will be Christ‘s coming again 

to judge the nations. In the 

mean time Jesus is not absent 

from us who believe in Him. 

With the outpouring of 

Christ‘s Spirit on all His peo-

ple, young and old, women 

and men, He kept His pro-

mise when He said ―I will be 

with you always to the end of 

the age.” So with the Holy 

Spirit we have the Counselor 

whom Jesus promised to His  

 

disciples, the One who would 

lead them into understanding 

the wonder of what God had 

done through Jesus, the One 

who would be the Comforter 

and the Guarantee of the 

things yet to come. But the 

presence of the Spirit in our 

lives who trust in  

 

Jesus is not just for our own 

relationship with Christ, for 

our own faith and assurance. 

When Jesus promised He 

would always be with the  

disciples (and us) He said it 

in the context of the Great 

Commission: “Go and make 

disciples of all nations.” So 

the Church has a great task- 

to take the Good News, the 

wonder of what God has 

done in Jesus (“For God so 

loved the world that he gave 

His only Son…”) to ALL the 

world, to every “tribe and  

 

nation and language”. The 

wonder of God‘s grace is not 

something we can keep to 

ourselves. It is something we 

must share- with those near 

us and those far away. The 

Holy Spirit is the One who 

gives us the power to do it, as 

was seen so amazingly on 

that first Pentecost. As the 

Spirit was poured out on the 

Church the disciples spoke in 

other languages so that all 

who were there for the Feast 

of Harvest heard the disciples 

speak “of the wonders of 

God in their own language.” 

Let us as a local congregation 

today rejoice that we too are 

of those who have received 

the gift of the Spirit. God           

Almighty resides in our 

h e a r t s .                                          

And may we remember our 

calling “to be [Christôs} wit-

nesses to the ends of the 

earth.” 

 

 

In regards to SMALL GROUPS: 

if you have any questions about 

the GT small groups please           

contact Esti Nel. 

 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit—a sign! 



 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

Today is Week 2 in our Growing Together program with the theme ―Fellowship                       

Together‖. As we will pick up in the preaching, it is interesting to see that when the Spirit 

was poured out at Pentecost thousands were converted, and the first thing we read about 

those believers was their ‗fellowship‘, the way that they were often together and shared so 

much in common. That actually helps fulfill the call to ‗make disciples‘ because when a 

group of people are truly caring and sharing, loving and supporting each other it‘s like a 

magnet, an attraction to others. We trust you will all have another wonderful time of discus-

sion in our elders groups after the service. We trust you also enjoy another week with your 

devotions book ―Growing Together‘ with the devotions under the theme ―Fellowshipping 

Together‖ a study in Romans 12.  

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE- the places for the community service (Salvation Army pro-

gram of caring for the homeless in Sydney on Friday 12th June and  the Easy Gardening 

program where we can assist some one in Ryde by doing their garden on Saturday 13th 

June) are now all taken. However there is still opportunity to serve the community through 

the Kids Games program commencing 6th July. Please see Elicha Reitsma to enroll. 

  

 

Notices: 

* Session meeting. The elders have their scheduled meeting on Tuesday evening (2nd June) 

7:45pm in the church hall. If you have items for the session to consider please pass them on 

to Frans Wessels, session chairman. 

  

* SA outreach. This is scheduled for next Sunday evening, 6;30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARE YOU READY FOR  

KIDSGAMES 2009?? 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual KidsGames program 

will be taking place at our church 

in the first week of the July 

School Holidays  

13th to the 17th of July 

As always we have a lot of              

exciting things planned for the 

week and cannot wait to make it 

happen. To make this event a            

success we require as much help 

as possible. There are many ways 

in which you can help out, if you 

are interested please speak to 

Elicha or Adam Reitsma at church 

or email adam@reitsma.net.au or 

elicha@reitsma.net.au  

Keep watching this space for regu-

lar updates! 

Your help in this exciting local 

ministry is much appreciated. 

 

 

Solomon Appeal 

Thanks again to all our churches 

for all your donations of new and 

second hand goods and special 

thanks to all the deacons for the 

delivery of goods to Wallacia. The 

last container was picked up and  

delivered to the Solomons last 

month.  

 

 

 

 

 

By the way this was the ninth we 

have sent from Wallacia since 

2003.  

As some of you are aware any  

future containers will be packed 

and sent from the  premises of the 

Christian Reformed Church of St 

Marys. So if you have any goods 

please bring them to St Marys as I 

(Bill Sluyter) will still be coordi-

nating the container. Before     

coming out please ring myself or 

the church as someone has to be at 

the church to open the shed. 

Phone numbers are as follows: 

Bill & Nell Sluyter:  

Home phone 02 4773 8432                        

Mobile phone 0421 541035 

Bob & Sandy Murray (church) – 

02 9623 3151 

At present we are more than half 

way to fill the container that we 

hope to send early next year. 

Items to concentrate on to fill this 

container are medical & health 

care products like Panadol, Dettol, 

Band Aids, antibiotics, tinea 

cream, medicated shampoo, soap, 

soap powder, toothpaste and 

brushes; also garden & carpenter‘s 

tools, English dictionaries and all 

the other usual items. 

And … keep on praying for the 

work and health of our workers in 

the Solomons.  

Bill & Nell Sluyter 

Kids & Friends  
Produced by Helen Vanderbom 

helenv@adam.com.au 

Peta ran for her life.  Would she 

be able to get way?  She didn‘t 

want to get caught.   

This time she would have to pay, 

wouldn‘t she? 

She‘d stolen things, and every 

time it was someone else who 

faced the police. 

If only she‘d never started this 

stuff!  How to get out of it?  Could 

she ask God to help her start 

again? 

Perhaps? 

Talk over with Mum and Dad  

If you had taken something from 

another person how would you 

fix this up? 

Why does God care about hon-

esty? 

What kind of sins does God for-

give?   Are sins the same as mis-

takes?  Give examples. 

What are some of the Ten Com-

mandments that tell us how God 

wants us to live? 

What should we do when some-

one has hurt us, like told lies 

about us or stolen from us? 

Name some stories Jesus told 

about why he came to earth? 

What is the best thing about Je-

sus? 

Riddles 

Why is a teacher like an eye 

doctor? 

They both work with pupils 

What do you call a room that 

has no ceiling, floor or walls? 

A mushroom 

When shouldn‟t you sit on a 

stool? 

When it canôt bear you 

For you to do 

In Mark 12 we read the law of 

God that Jesus used, but it‘s also 

in Deuteronomy 6:4 and Leviticus 

19:18.  It‘s called the Shema.   

See if you can work it out.  Then 

learn it off by heart, and test your 

whole family! 

Lveo het Lord uryo God twih lal 

ouyr rthea nda itwh lla yuro ousl 

adn thwi lal yuro inmd nda itwh 

lal yrou stehngrt. 

Adn lveo uryo eignouhbr sa yo-

sufrel. 

How do you think you might be 

able to show love to your family, 

friends and other people? 
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Duty Today 31/05/09 Next Week  07/06/09 

Duty Elder J C Smit Frans Wessels 

Greeter 
Don Forrest $ Schalk van 

Heerden 

Don Forrest & Thea van 

Heerden 

Bible Reading  
Elicha Reitsma 

J C Smit 

Petru Grové 

Frans Wessels 

Prayer 
Don Forrest 

Zandra Forrest 

David Carpenter 

Frans Wessels 

Collection Duty 
Danje Malan 

Carina Nel 

Andreas Britz 

Machiel Basson 

Crèche 
Jocil Albertyn 

Jorisca van Heerden 

Karen Kok 

Monique Jordaan 

Sound Corneille Marais Joubert  van der Merwe 

Coffee/Tea 
Grové, J & P 

Lubbe, D &L 

Hattingh, P & K 

Heymans, W & L 

Flowers Zunett Gagiano Jessica Brady 

Church Cleaning Pienaar, T & Rietdyk, A Reitsma, A & E 

Minister  Rev. Leo Douma 

Phone:                      (Office)  9878 5357  

Email:      leo.douma@bigpond.com 

 

Associate Minister (Pastoral Care)   Corrie Nel                             

Phone:                                       94496531  

Mobile:         0409668454 

Email:           cpjnel@gmail.com 

 

Deaconate  Ali Rietdijk 

Phone:  94511238 

E-mail:   ali@tpg.com.au 

 

Session Clerk  Retha Wessels  

Phone:  9484 7271  

Email:      mwes57602@bidpond.net.au  

 

Treasurer  Wally Phillips 

Phone:   9418 1058 

E-mail         wally.phillips@sabre.com 

 
Church contact details 

PO Box 279, North Ryde, 1670  

www.sydneyreformed.org.au 

 

Church bank details for direct debit 

BSB:   032 ς290 

Account number:   770535 

 

 

Contac t  de ta i l s  My Ministry—Sunday Service Roster 

PASSING THE BATON 

Classis Challenge 2009 

‗Our denomination is in real need 

of ministers for the next genera-

tion‟ 

„Our church is in need of elders 

next year‟ 

„We need leaders for our small 

groups, and the youth work‟ 

„I feel passion for youth work, but I 

don‟t feel adequate‟ 

„I sometimes get drawn to full time 

ministry, how do I know God 

might be calling me‟ 

Each generation needs those who will 

rise to the challenge to be teachers, 

preachers of the Word, leaders of the 

church. We also need, small group 

leaders, youth workers, children‘s 

ministry leaders etc.  

* How do church leaders go 

about finding, recruiting&  

training the next generation 

of leaders? 

* How do young people (& the 

not so young) determine if 

God is asking them to a minis-

try in the church? 

These are the two key questions we 

want to tackle at this year‘s Classis 

Challenge. 

We are targeting two groups: 

1. Church leaders, especially eld-

ers, to think through how to find and 

train the next generation of leaders/

workers. The apostle Paul wrote to 

his apprentice minister Timothy, to 

follow his example: ―The things you 

have heard me say in the presence of 

many witnesses, entrust to reliable 

men who will also be qualified to 

teach others. 2 Timothy 2:2 

2. Those interested in exploring 

some form of ministry. Have you 

ever wondered if God is calling you 

to some form of ministry? Do you 

find yourself drawn to the Bible, to 

explore it, to teach it, to tell others 

about Jesus? Do you think about be-

ing a youth worker, working in mis-

sion, teaching children, being a 

church pastor, getting into evangel-

ism, doing pastoral care in the local 

church? 

Come and spend a day together to 

explore these vital questions for all 

our congregations.  

* Learn from one of our RTC 

lecturers 

* See what the bible says about 

what to look for in ministry 

workers 

* How do we find, test and train 

for local church ministry 

* How can I be supported by my 

local church to be mentored for 

ministry 

When : Saturday 20th June 2009 

Time : 8:30 registration for 9am-3pm 

Where : Christian Reformed Church 

of Sydney  

cnr Coxs & Cressy Road NORTH 

RYDE. 

Guest Speaker : Dr Steve Voorwinde 

lecturer in New Testament from Re-

formed Theological College 

Cost : $5 (BYO lunch) 

All expressions of in-

terest, questions and 

registrations to attend 

to be directed to: 

 Leo Douma on  

9878 5356 or at 

leo.douma@bigpond.com 

mailto:wally.phillips@sabre.com
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Tok Amamas long PNG 

(Greetings from Papua New Guinea) 
Monthly Newsletter – May, 2009 (i) 

 

ñMoning nau, yu stap gut?ò (Good morning, how 

are you?) would be a typical greeting as you walk 

around the Bible College compound. We have been 

here for a fortnight now and what a two weeks it has 

been! Having finished our course in POC, we got to 

the airport in Madang about two hours or so before 

our scheduled flight on the Saturday morning. Last 

time we were here the plane left ½ and hour earlier 

than scheduled – so we wanted to be prepared!  

 

Well... the staff didn‘t arrive until late and then al-

though we were the first in line at the doors, a young 

travel agent lady pushed right through up to the 

counter and proceeded to check in 20 or more cus-

tomers, many whom hadn‘t even arrived yet. After 

waiting behind her for a good half an hour, Odette 

joined the other queue that had been formed and so 

we had a race to see who would be served first! I 

lost; the man behind Odette in the line was with us 

outside and had seen the other lady push through so 

he didn‘t mind that I came across with all our cargo. 

Anyway, I am sure t h e 

Lord means these 

events for our sancti-

fication. 

 

 

 

We arrived safely in P o r t 

Moresby and went o u t 

to 14 Mile to the Re-

formed Churches Bible College. That first Sunday 

we went to worship with the Nine Mile congrega-

tion. On Monday the 8 large strapping New Zealand 

workmen arrived and invaded the house (which 

seemed too big for just us after 14 weeks of commu-

nal living). They were men with a mission! A mis-

sion to work hard, play hard and eat plenty! The 

washing machine has been going flat out for two 

weeks now! Seriously, it is a real joy to have them 

and looking after them is a privilege – seeing the 

house being built is a bonus. I hope and pray that 

they are as helpful at home for their wives and fami-

lies as they are here! 

On the Wednesday, after a crash course in the do-

ings of the Bible College, the other missionary at the 

Bible College left for Australia. So...  we were left 

as the only ―staff‖ on campus ―holding the fort‖ (so 

to speak): which includes overseeing the chickens 

and dogs, the security workmen, students, and all 

unpaid bills and issues. At least I know where               

everything is now! 

 

On the Sunday evening Odette and I went to the 

Hospital with one of the Bible College students to 

pick up his wife and a new stillborn baby. It was 

sad. She didn‘t want the baby put in the morgue so 

after obtaining a death certificate, we took the baby 

home to the Bible College. Well... without any em-

balming process in tropical conditions the funeral 

had to be arranged and completed the next day! So it 

was off to the courthouse to obtain a burial certifi-

cate and then the Council offices to obtain a burial 

plot and then to the cemetery to arrange a grave and 

burial time. It was a real interesting day – especially 

when you get the opportunity to fulfil so many roles: 

Pastor, funeral director, hearse driver (Eric helped 

the father build a wee little coffin at the Bible col-

lege and I drove the father with the little baby in this 

coffin in the Mission Land cruiser), legal officiator, 

photographer, and then to lead the whole graveside 

service in Tok Pisin! Despite the strangeness of it 

all, we were reminded of the tremendous comfort we 

have in life and in death – that we belong to our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And that as followers 

of Jesus we have joy even in our grief as we bury 

this little loved one for he has been called to be with 

Jesus in the rest of heaven. 

Please pray for Jerry and Annie 

and their daughter Christina as 

they grieve the death of this 

precious little baby. 

 

 

 

On Wednesday (now the second week) the student 

houses ran out of electricity. They have a prepaid 

system here where there is a meter for each mission 

house and the student‘s section. I had no idea where 

it was, but finally traced it back to the school library 

but had no key to unlock the door. Finally I got it all 

worked out and so the next time we went to Port 

Moresby town we had to buy a prepaid voucher and 

then punch in the number into the meter. Meanwhile 

we stoked up the portable generator under the class-

room but then couldn‘t find the changeover switch 

from the mains electricity to backup power.  

(Continues next page)               



(continued from previous page) 

 

 

Eventually we worked it all out. So now I have a 

good idea where everything is. We have been going 

to Port Moresby Town every few days; twice a week 

grocery shopping to feed the men, and then running 

errands for the builders. It has been a really helpful 

time for in this way I have been able to get to know 

the town and establish business contacts 

(relationships) as in certain shops you need to look 

up a certain person who will give you the ―second 

price‖ ( a bit like getting trade price over handyman 

retail price).  

The Bible College is about 18 kilometres from the 

city and we have clocked up some 400kms in two 

weeks.  

 

Two things of interest is (one) that everything takes 

time! You go to the hardware to 

order building supplies and you 

can bet your bottom dollar it will 

take at least two hours! Only very 

few people move quicker than at a 

snail‘s pace. The other day I went to the courthouse 

to get a Shipping declaration signed to release our 

container of household goods from the Port. It took 

me over two hours to have this form signed and 

processed.  

 

The other interesting thing here is the roads. You 

have to have a little bit of a kimakazy streak as you 

drive on the roads. There is peak hour traffic where 

some thirty cars can be lined up to get through a 

roundabout, and when you see a break in traffic you 

just have to go or wait for a long time. And the 

roads...   ... it has been raining for some three days 

now and I am sure that the roads have caught some 

kind of virus: every time I come by the holes are 

definitely getting bigger and deeper! Some so deep 

that you have to stop and go through it in first gear 

and that‘s the roundabout out from the airport. Just 

ask the Builders when they come back to NZ. 

 

Tomorrow (Sunday 24th) I am  rostered on to preach 

at the Nine Mile congregation. The Pastor (who             

retires next month) has kindly offered to conduct the              

liturgy for me and I only have to preach (in Tok 

Pisin of course). Writing sermons in another                

language and for another culture is a challenge              

because you haven‘t learnt the nuances and the finer  

points of context yet – but preparing the liturgy in 

Tok Pisin is even harder! It is at these times that you 

know what you haven‘t learned yet. 

 

We are also beginning to prepare for our School 

block soon. Odette is facilitating the Scripture 

memorisation class and I have been allotted              

Christology, Prayer, Systematic Theology and, I 

think, Ministry in the Church (Church Office bearers 

and polity). It is going to be an interesting term and I 

look forward to the other Canadian missionary      

coming (Lord Willing) in early September and so 

that I can also work in and with the local churches. 

 

 

The NZ Missions house is coming along and the NZ 

men working hard. They have been experiencing the 

some of the culture of Papua New Guinea (the lack 

of availability of goods and services), and having to 

go back to the basics of the trade (using undressed 

wood for framing). Many things have to be fabri-

cated from scratch rather than being pre-made and 

simply assembling. Such experiences can make us 

thankful for the plenty we have in our western world 

and also more empathetic to those working cross 

culturally. Many things are third world in quality 

here – much needs to be seen to be believed - such 

as the traffic and condition of motor vehicles (thanks 

for the Hilux it is an appropriate vehicle); housing 

and work conditions (average wages here are about 

2.50 Kina and hour – say $2.00NZ an hour [or 20 

kina a day. Yet a chicken costs 23Kina] – there is no 

Government medical healthcare or social welfare.)  

And yet, there is also a contentment and lack of  be-

ing driven in life; time to talk and grow relation-

ships.  

 

Well, it appears we have been baptised with fire! We 

expected this would be the case and are very grateful 

for the training of POC before we begun work in 

Port Moresby. The Lord is our strength and shield 

and are aware of His gracious provision each and 

every day. It is a comfort to know that our Heavenly 

father has our best interests at heart and so we can 

commit each day to His fatherly care. 

 

Warmest regards 

 

Alan and Odette Douma in PNG 
 


